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T O 

The Right Honourable the 

Lord CADOGAK 

My Lo R b, 

1 HE Worid cannot but ex- 
cufe me (whatever Your 
Lordfhip may doj for pre- 
fixing Your Name to a 
Dilcourle, wherein thei 
Late Rebellim is often me-ntion'd ; Be> 
caufe the important Share which You 
bore in putting the fpeedie/l End, to it, is 
the univerlal Subjedt of Acknowledgment 
and Praife: 

By many proljierous Campaigns, and 
fuccelsful Negociations ; by every thing 
admir'd in a Statefnian, and eminent in 
a Soldier : But above all by a Cmjlmcy of 
¥rinci£le, and that ever employ'd for the 
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Good of Your Country, You long contti> 
buted to keep the worft of Evils from 
deftroying thete Nations ; and, when 
thro' Terjury and Tarricidifm, we were at 
length, made a Prey unto them, it is a 
(hining Part of Your Glory, that an Ar^ 
bitrary Popifli Tretender, and His Foreign, 
as well as Domeftick Abettors, were then 
foon taught, that Slavery and Popery, Tre- 
pidity and 111 Gjndud:, a bad Caufe and 
worfe Hearts, muft give way to contrary 
Vertues. 

But, Juftice, no doubt, will be done 
to your Lordlhip's Merit, bythofewho 
write for Pofterity : 'Tis Pleaiure enough 
to me, that I live to pay this Tribute to 
Your Many and Great Services, in defence 
of the late injured and betray 'd, but at pre- 
lent triumphant Liberty, and flourifhing 
Religion of thefe Realms; begging Leave, 
amongft Crowds, to fubfcribe my felf, 

My Lord, 

Tour Lp R D s H 1 pV mofi Obliged, 
mafl Humble, mid 

moji Obedient Servant, 

Jonathan Smcdley. 





P RE FACE 

A/a very Jetijible of the 'Dan- 
gcr isjhich attends every tmSy 
whoj at this Timej attempts 
to '-junte m Ptndicatim of 
tie Liberty and Freedom of 
Mankind ; cJfeciaUy as it relates to the 
"Piivtlege of judging for themfelves in Mat- 
ters of Confcience aiid Eternal Stdvation : 
That ancient Tyrant and Ufur^er, Humane 
Authority, having deeply rooted it felf iti 
the Minds oftoommy ofourEngli(hSiil>jeds. 
/lirmgfl other Reajons of this Misfortune, 
it IS chiefly owing to that Enchantment, inhere- 
by the Word Church is made to confine Mens 
Opinions and Sentiments, to the jejune and ri* 
gtd Rules of one Set of Men ; from whom to 
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dtffer (thd they he faliible or errmecm^) is 
unhappily Yetkond to deflroy that Churchy and 
confc^uently to piU down every thing that is 
vwtttous or tme. ', 

However melancholy this Evil may be in 
itfelfy "we are yet tnfefled "with another on the 
account of it^ of a more heinom Mature ^ if 
that be pjjlble j which is^ that TerfonSy py 
fifs^dof more generous andefilarged^rincipleSy 
are not allow d to ^ro^agate thofe principles ^ 
iljo^ in the mojl ^warrantable and decent Man" 
kery without rifquing the Inftdts of Verfmal 
Refle(Hidns and Abufe y and thisj more than 
barbaroUSyTfa8ice is become fo JhamefuUy and 
abominably in ufe^ and fo jar exceeds any 
thing of the fort in Ages jpafij and is fo fottl a 
Reproach and Scandal to the frefent Limes ^ 
that I hid csj not what Atonement thofe Ter^ 
fom ni)iU mahj who were fo unfortunate as to 
introduce iti 

* To keep my Jcif clear from Things of this 
^Slature^ I have rtcither named the Terfons 
engagd now in publick Conttoverfy^ nor touched 
ii^on their Writings ^ fave one Pajjage alone 
[p. 1 5. 8c feq.] of the Bifbo^ of BangorV 
Preiervative^ which his Enemies allow to be 
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W^bat induces me to appear in fublick u^on 

this Qccafim^ isy that I may fontribute my 

Share ('whatever it be) towards a JVork 

<which providence feems to dejign for the 

Jjot and portion of our Days; the opening and - 

c&mmencing at kaM the Caufe ofTrttth ; tho^ 

J fear the ftdlTritmiphs of it mu^ be referixd 

for the Ljahowrs_ of Times yet to come; and 

thisy I ho£ey in fome degree I have accom-^ 

fliflydy by layir^ o^en the Falfities isohere^, 

on ourp^efent and late Mifunderfiandings and 

Misfortunes "were fhrH grafted^ and afterwards 

fkmP^d \ mud having thereby attempted ta 

free thefe Motions from that Bondage both of 

thinking and aMing^ "winch for many Tears 

pafl^ hasy mofi Jhamefully^ been forcd upon 

them : Nor coud I forbear treating this Sub-^ 

je6i in the Marnier I doy (however trite or 

tirefame any one may imagine it to be) becaufc 

J daily hear the fame Thirds urgd "with the 

old hmdioufnefs and ill Deftgn ; and becaufe 

(without the Sprit of Trojphe[y)one may forcr 

tell they will again be put inrraSice^ by their 

Favourers^ on the firflfrefh Occafion^ in hopes 

iff better Succefs ; and therefore it cannot be 

iWufs ta£rep(tre the l^jemedy agcunf any Ztmc 
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"zr.fbtrein the jiV^te IVoiaids jhall aJfiiJI wr l^^a- 
U'T^u^ iT'vi bn' E'te/ziUs^ b\ the jaatne lalJru^ 

If a.'> etc I'xul t:7:'^ik I f^^oux ijxr ^r-'^c^ 
iitSi^t i);-f^;;c>y f >; Ynu:o^ I \zvul.i Live him 
to xtJcrtii.i?k.U teat no niorc is dfji^nd than m 
tie f}iIo\z^/iy 3»k. ^htfft 'jL^bm ri'cT <w^ct to 
€7ii^\ as tixy arejMen ar/Lt T^rotfifasftt/ ; isnJto 
ehitrve^ tcj.: lirccU 'jr^^n 7/iy t^if csmoTi'litbe 

yr(7/w :bai SiJe ;o if oiiircLi i^rtjid i^^ia fidley it 
becTttj mijmliy unociJlbid ;cliz Presbvterv m 
t-ircf Church, j?d ej Caramcn-weilth «j r« 
^re, /f^^rotT 3^ Ettibliih'd r?i Englincf. 

Fccv ^r -rA:.* a T:ynd -z^wn z^lz Tci-^-jr^ bmi 
their ;:j/* Cr^WtY, i .-y; i.be IrQiAbUs ;f i 64. 1, 

^ . --/ > • ^ -* « - ■ . «. X .' /' - - v^. » . 'v* ■ ffiiK7 OL 

rr. ** "" ' ■ * 7 ~ ' ' ' r 

_ — ■^ •- ^ X. - _ _' 

1 /:;.:./. J : : •: i .:"; *- : ^::.^^' , ■; ;.:::5v /tJ5?^y 

■ : - - -^ •/ 
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r:.:/"'-' J7« i 7^m:.'. -'r.:: --^ .:; ..:.: j^^f zb€ 
farm: cj •St-trkV'.'.r--;; -.vt-v;; fr--^ ,ii:f7n9c^ 
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cd^ but all in vain ; a better than the old one^ 
and the frefentj not having been devised in 
Hear 6000 Tears ; no^ nor being likely to be 
devised in 60000 morel Wherefore this mujl 
and will prevail. 

As to the frefent pretended fear of Presby-* 
tery in particulars it is fo groundlefs^ that 
truly f^akingj moft of our Trotejiant Dijfent-^ 
ers are mere Independents > everyTeacher is 
fole 7)iredor ; the jpartiadar Con^egations 
ehoofe him^ and he and they ohjerve a fort of 
ChurclhPo^joer together ^ Excommunicate one 
another y8i,c. without a Thought of Convent ions y 
Synods^ or the like gcncrdl^ower of aconvena 
Clergy to epcercife Cburch>Qoveywnent andAu^ 
thority amongfl them : And hoojfoonfucha 
Miniftration "would decay and vanifb^ any 
Man^ that thinks ^ may tellj ^duoud the Mem^ 
bers of the Ejlahlifh^d Church but once overlook 
a>id negledl the Humour of tlxfe private Meet* 
ings^ "woud they but feldom mention thorny of 
their Affairs ; or^ "when they did^ if it isjot 
always done in a good^naturd and charitabla 
Way. 

I cannot forbear infijling thus long on this 
Subje^y that Teo^le may (if ^ojfi6{e ) h^ cw^ 
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^nc^d of the Fallacy /)f fpiritmg up a Danger 
from Men and Things^ "which have no IVeight 
Qrlnterefl in themf elves ^ m Strength from their 
(mmjslatwe to buoy. or keep them itf^ or "which 
have not any reafonahle Support or Credit from 
'without ; neither from domeflick . or foreign 
^(m)tr and Force ; and thai I may inculcate 
overhand over^ that this u all Artifice and 
Cheat y f/mented and kept 'wa>7nfrom a Third 
Handy real Popery defying to jlalk in upon 
uSy under the Shadow and Appearance of 
Presbytery and a Common^wealth ; and thcfe 
Things I hope "will fully be made to appear in 
the following J)ijcourfe. 

I have dealt jo very freely "with thofe Clergy- 
men "zsifhofe Sermons ht the "Pulpits^ mtd ^if- 
courfc and Anions in Convcrfation^ or elfcwhere 
have favour d the Pretender s Title andln^. 
tcrejlj that I am obliged here to declare once for 
all J that thcfe Mcn^ fi^'i^^J takcn^ a;r tJx only 
Clergymen pointed at in the enfuing Papers. 
1 hoje i^^ho are not^ or "were not guilty y are far 
from bei)g accused by me ; and thofe "who are^ 
or have been guilty^ thcfe are the very Men 
I arraign and condann. Many^ I am fatisfiedy 
^ i^hfs Sort cm be producd^ pray God the 
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dumber maykjfen ^ay by T>Ay^ but, the J^or 
dy of the Clergy^ Ineva" yet intended^ or 
thought of in this M^t^- 

have the i Honour to be of that Order my 
felfj . and know fevcral^ God be thanked ^ "wha 
uSieda quite different ^art ; for very many of 
^whom lean affirm (as I do for myfclf ) that thy 
me m truly affe^edto <9z^rEnglilh Conflitntion^ 
and better Fnends to the trite Church and State 
i^jT England, than tlx highefl and moH rigid 
vf their Brethren., , v ^ 

Irmfl addat.lafi'^ that if'tstwar^ now^ er 
foon may become in J) anger of anyn&w Co/tfu^ 
jions^ tjoey only can arifc from that^ bafe !Z>^- 
feSiionmd Kage "which at p'efmtinfefls and 
infatuates J^me of thoje Mcn^ "who by longj 
honcH^ hazardous^ and fuccef^ful Struggles 
halving defeated every thing that coud dijturh 
' or overturn our happy .Cofifiitut ion j having va/n^ 
qmJlM the common Enemy ^ mo§l mmftroujly y 
"Without any Reajon^ are become Entmies to^ 
and quarrel with their Fellow-Conquerors and 
Friends. / : , 

Had one from the Dead^ a few Tears jince^ 
p'ophejyd this^ I Jhoud have pronounced his 
^edii^fions falfe and im^ofj^bU \ ^vwwd&tw^ 
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•what Evil Sprit influences Men (the cmmtm 
^affions fff Mankind being tmeqml to this 
Work) to turn Apostates from homSi 
Principles ; Principles ixhich have aSkutted 
theffi for Tears ^ for a 'mhcle Life toother I 
e.fj>ccially after the fevereSl Sufferings fir thefg 
Principles in Time paii, and the Enjoyment 
vum.i of all tJx happy Confequences they ever 
e!<jpcclcd from them , their Religion, their 
Liberties, their Laws, the Proteftant Sue* 
ceffion, and the moB dcfirahle of all Princes 
at the Head of it ^ a Prince, much too good 
and indulgent for fucb ittgrateful Subjects. 
To fray for 'whom, that evety thing hapfy and, 
profperous may attend him, inalor^anahedtb*, 
ftd Life, to isoijl) continual Succefs to him and 
bis Ajairs, and that ^ifgrace and ^ifap* 
pointment (at leaji) may he the 'Portion of bis 
Enemies, is the Jnterejl and 'Duty of every 
true Briton, and cannot fail to carry its oixAt 
AccomfliJIyment and Reiioard along with it ; 
this being viftbly grate fid andpleafing to God^ 
and the Deftgns of his Providence in thefe 
Nations. 

INTRO- 
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aOtwithrtanding th? known 
Difficulties which attend 
Pcrfons who write con- 
cerning any PublickTran- 
fafitions of their own 
Times ^ Such Writers be- 
ing Subjefi to the inevi- 
table Calumny and Re- 
proach^ of ferving the De-. 
figiis of foniie particular Party of Men , of 
being either Flatterersor Detractors, of wil- 
iul Omiffidns, iinfiiir Enlargements, or,it may 
be, Prevarication it felf : And their Work, 
being expos'd to' Cenfure, Qdntradi&ipn, and 
that languifhment of Reading, if not entire 
Diflike, which ever arifes from the Knowledge 
and Acquaintance that every Readei: is fup^ 
{>ci(ed, in feme raeafure, to have of the Con^ 
tents of it beforehand. . Notwithftanding an 
ihii, and wliatever elfe ma-^ ^ Siv&. t\s^^. 



• againft me, or wliat. I here prefent to the 
. World ; I am refolv'd to go thro^ and fuftain. 
It after the beft Manner I am able, and will 
give this as a Reafon for Co doing, That li 
Write direftly from my Heart and Confcience,^ 
without anyExpeclation of prefent Rewards,' 
and without any Attachment to the Perfons. 
of Men : And this, I hope, will induce the 
Candid of all Sorts, with good Nature to 
perufe what here I offer to their Confide- 
ration, and will excufe the Infufficiency of 
the Performance, becaufe of the Honefly and 
Ufefulhefs that are intended- by it. There is 
no avoiding Perfwafion, when a Man has tho- 
roughly examined an Affair; nor can he for- 
bear determining, upon full Evidence, on both 
Sides of a Qiieftion. This I proteft to be: 
finccvely my Cafe in all the Varietj of the 
ehfuing Argumentations ; and having never 
obfervM hitherto that right Juftice has been* 
done , either to the Things I write of, or to 
the Men I fhall hereafter mention, I thought 
it my Duty to publiflh my Sentiments about 
them to the World in the cleareft and ftrong- 
eft Lights that I am Mafter of ; Setting my 
felf about this Work for this lall: Reafon a- 
bove all. That I may endeavour to unpre- 
judice the mifguided Populace of thefe Iflands, 
by that very familiar and uncovered Manner 
wherein I treat it ; and that I may contri^ 
bute. towards the Quietnefs of thefe King- 
doms, and the peaceable Reign of his prefent 
Majefty and his Succeifors, as well as that due 

Gra- 
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Gratnlations and Praifes may be more uni-' 
•verfally (than hitherto) paid to the conjers^cl 
.Provici^nce oF Almighty God, which made 
miraculous Sr^ps for the Intr-duciion of ..thg 
Proteftant.SucCwfnoa in the Illuftrious Houfe 
of Hxnnovtr \ Juid \v.Iiich, by many wondrous 
jaftd amazing Incident?, prevented tlie J)//- 
fojfefflon of it, when it had taken place! 

— J — , — — i \ '-* — ^ r : '- : 1— ' "' 

qu a :'p./:l. ■;.■:-■■■;■■; 

S £ C T.' I. \ r 

Hiiiidufmfs of thei^Qh^Viion. r 

J^^^fi. may confult: tTie Ififtories of R^- 
3^ '^ hellions in the.feveral Kingdoms of 
-^^^ the World, tiil. oiii\ TndulVry.. .aiifl 
^^^j^'^;^ Curiofity are'th;6d; we mq'y' trace 

therh to their Cyi'iginal, and -^nteje- 
tain our Hours in perufing the Methods'where- 
by they were at firft fortienttd, and afterwa"'r(^ 
brought to Maturity : * And thi$ if we do, aiig 
much more, if we beliold^thdr Events, and 
'view them in • their Confequences, there. are 
none of them* (no ! not our own) which caii 
parallel this lajft in Great BriLti//^ for the Ex- 
travagancy of Principle wherCon it was buirt'; 
the Unaccountablenefs of that DeIu^^on^VlK,re- 
by it was carried on ; and which, by the Ar- 
tifice of a few, fpread itfelf tliro' the greateft 
Part oi the Populace ', 2lt\A ^w ^^& ^^^"^^^^ 
Redudion and Difa\>^eav?Ltvc^ cJi vx^ ^C^^n:^^ 
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it had b^en lotig concerted, was deeply laid, 
and appearM moft formidable at the beginning. 
Men formerly . rofe and took up Arms ii^ 
Defence of their Country or Religion ; and, 
to fuftain themfelyes, confederated with o- 
thers of the fame Intereft and Principle, with 
Allies and Friends to the Conftitutipii of 
their Nation : But our late Rebqk aQed th? 
Very Reverfe of all this ; for Englijbmen and 
Trotefiants armM themfelves to the certain 
Deftruftion of both thofe Privileges ; and 
join'd with Qvery fyorn Enemy to the happy 
Eftabliflimeot or tlieir Native Land ^. When 
Men formerly rais'd civil Commotions at 
Home, it was generally to defend themfelves 
againft the lawlefs Power and Tyranny of 
their Prince or GovernourS, that they might 
either bring them to Reafon in their Admmi- 
.^ration, or, by difplacing them, raife to fove- 
reign Power the next qualify M Perfon ^x Per- 
fons; iuch as were capable and inclinableto do 
^em Good ; and fuch as by Birth, or otherways. 
Were entitled to the Royal Dignities and Ho- 
;jiours of the Kingdom : But, in Contradiftion 
,to all this, and to fliew how nationally Mad 
it is poflible for a People Vo become. Men in 
pur Days have array 'd thenjfelves in Arms 
againft the Mildeft of Princes, ruling ftriftly 
according to the Letter pf the" Law; and have 
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IrifhPapifts,Scoth Highlanders^ Frenchmen, Spaniards, 

iahs, ani Foreigners of many ISatJonSy who thro* ^eal for 

JRome, or thro' indigency and iVant^ Ufied to Jet d Popifli Pre- 
/t^der OJ^ fie Tbrone of Exi^^Vi^ v , 
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rais'd Tumult and War in the Midft of Peacgj 
uriiverfal "Profperity, and the greateft Liberty 
and Freedom that Subjefts can endure, or wifh 
for : So that our Pofterity (amongft the Mi- 
racles of Time) will have it to fay, That 
they had Anceftors infuchaYear, .wh6(when 
a Free People) could, and did Rebel, to make 
themfelves Slaves ; fome of whom hazarded, 
ipthers loft their Lives, in ftriving to reduce 
themfelves and their Survivors to a political 
State and Condition worfe th^n Death itfelf ; 
and who ejideavourM to dethrone a Prince, 
by Birth entitled, and by Education fitted, to 
their Conftitution ; in order to bring in ano- 
ther, whofe Title the firft Way was difputed 
hy fome, dcny'd by many ; but who, by the 
latter, was a fworn Enemy to every Thing 
f hat is En^lijb and Reformed. In fliort. Pre?- 
tefiant Subjeds then rebelPd, to bring in a 
FoPtPj Governour, (tho' they knew him to be 
a Bigot in that Religion, not even pretending 
to make the leaft Terms and Conditions for 
what they wouM be thought to Fight for ; 
a Free Nation engaged in a Civil War, to be 
'governed by an arbitrary Prince : and they, 
-who fhared in making their own Laws, fight- 
ing to refign this Privuedge to him, whofe fole 
TPill rauft ever have been a Law unto them% 
One Thing indeed the Leaders of thefe Men 
Jiad in View, >xrhich was common with this 
and other Rebellions, and that was, from 
blackening the Liawful Government at R^ft-Vsv^ 
the wHdeR, j&Jfeft of Invenuous^ ^\^^\yj "l^^vsv^ 
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iitted and calculated to tliis peculiar Sea fon 
of Seditioa:^ and then from railing the Vbicc 
.of the Multitude into Murmius and Complaints 
afrerwards , till, b^ degrees the Trumpet came 
to be Ipudi-y /blown, and wje ftjll a Prey to the 
-^jpwft open Afts of Hoftility and Rebcllioa, 
to enrich and aggrandize themfelves amidifl: 
Vniverial Confulions, and to raife their owa 
Families and Fortunes ouc of the.publick Ruine 
of their Cpunrry^ 
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fi^hdi moved the Troteftims^ ivho [hegded the Fa^ 
',ciionj to go into Meajures :rirhith favoUrd the 
Pretended. .'- 

As to profefs'd Paprfl/j ;\vh'at mov'd tlietA 
to aft their Share ill this Rebellion, and 
what thev expefted for' theiV Labour,' thfe 
meaneft L^apaqty-can give, an Account of j and 
therefore one can^t b-it allow, that the onlj- 
true Caufe which enp;aeM the Heads of Cur 
Britijh ProteftantSj and many of their chief Pol- 
J6wers, in this monllrous Undertakine, Vas 
nothing but the Expectation ot becoming Rich^ 
'ftflfd ^ Pbwerful and Great ; for I iliall fliew what 
won the unthinking f M.ultitude, before I con- 
clude this Difcourfe. ; . 

Hence the MalecOntents amongft ;the 
•Ldhy blufter'd under the awftrl. Umbrage of 
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' ^ Mob was tBelF(^d in'Ufs'ai this xtwt^ duS: VIWVi\yvtv^dTbin^ 
»6i(r^,7vas of the lafi great Ufc to tfcis bafe Set of Men. 
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tile Churchy and diftinguifliM themfelves into 
t\iQ AfFeftions of the People by the fpecious 
Appqarance of being Her Prefervers and Sup- 
porters: And many of the ( /rrj^;, on- the 
other Hand, moft gratefully returned the Corat 
pliment , reprefonting thofe Perfons as fitteft 
to fill the Civil Oifices of State who tookfudi 
extraordinary Care in maintaining the Rights 
and Priviledges of the C/y/^rc/?. . But alas ! tiiefo 
mutual good Offices, this plaufible AlTociation 
for the Benefit of the Kingdom, was all Hypo- 
crify arid Cheat f for the better Part of the 
Clergy knew that tlie Church of EngU^iA couM 
not be in any Darfnr^ but from that Vofery 
which then thickenM in upon us by the Collu- 
fion now mentioned, the Houje of Hannover 
being bred to a Prot'-jlant^ Efifcotfd Churchy and 
having no Security for their Continuance here, 
but an inviolable Prefcrvation of the Church. 
of England upon thofe very Terms wherQon 
they found it fix'd at their Acceffion to the 
Throne ; and the better Part both, of the Clen^ 
gj and Laity knew, that the Leaders of thefe; 
wiclied Men were bred up in thofe ycryPrin-. 
ciplcs^and had early abetted tlvv very Party - 
from whence this imaginary pretended Danger-. 
w&s to come ; They knew that fo little was . 
their true concern either, foe the eftablifli'd 
Church or State, or indeed for any Religion^. 
I or Good Principles at .all, that, thefe Men • 
wouM, and did expofe thefe Things, viz. their 
Englifh Liberties and Privileges _bpth SacrcdL. 
and Civil, to the Management of. an eav^^^ 
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Strariger, * in wliom there could be no tax::!/' 
nation, from any one reafon, to preferve 'e my 
and who was incapable of any greater Merfr 
than to deface and deftroy ^em : Thus when 
ft fufficient Number of the Clergy and Laity 
were deceived, and hood-winkM into the com- 
toon Delufidri, and had deceivM and hood- 
winkM others agen for a cdnfi(lerab|e time, 
then was the Looft ar price giveii to RevengCj 
Ambition, and Iritereft, and downy jiifi: down 
had tumbled every thing that was Free, ev^- 
ry thing that was Proteftant in the Landj 
had not Providence vironderfuUy interposed. 

Sect. III. 

Their FdlUcy further fet forth. 

I Have promisM a particular^ Detail of the; 
general Arguments whereby the Multitude 
was deed vM into fo great an Abfiirdity, that 
they rebeird to bring that thing .to pals, for 
t:he avoiding of which they had been fb art- 
fiifly:, fo cunningly taught to Rebell ; xfiz;, Th^ 
total Everfidn and Ruin oif the ^rittip Confti-f 
tution , biit I cannot in the mean, time conoeal 
that their Leaders were free; and void dfeve- 
iy Principle, put Hjpocrifjiy and a Defire of be*^ 
ing Rich and Great, of jileafirig ThemfclveSi> 
thd* the World ^as fhakirig to pieces^ an4^ 
piirifliing about thetn : For, as to the ml • 
Thiilgs which were pretended only in this Con- . 






f A/4f a bf^ohed Papifl btmfelf\ ami Us Faiber and 0€ 
A/4^ ifo^d ^ ibt Akmbcfs of tfcc CfcutrA •f Ica^UxsA* 
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brbv6rfy ' ; viz. • The Security of the Religion 
and Liberties of the People on one hand, and 
the Power of the Prince, and the Priefthobd 
eD the other ; The two latter being ftrain'd 
and fcrewM up to a monftrous height, to fuit 
the Genius of the Times: And the former 
being either overlook^, or quite funk and 
loft, in the warm Regards that were, with 
^reat Induftry, paid to the others, as inclu: 
ling the Safety of the whole : and all thefe 
and every thing elfe being wrap'd up in Ar- 
tifice and Guile, Men telling you the iitrpoflr- 
bility of thofe frightful iQ)nfequences, which 

at the fartie time were as vifible as that the 

• ... 

A6itors themfelves were then above Ground ; 
I fay, thefe real Caufes^ . that were alledg'd 
for the TranfaQions of thofe Times, were i!0 
little at the Hearts oi thefe Men who tranC- 
afted themj and the Mifchiefs refulting fronj 
thefe Aftions fo unavoidable, fo glaring and 
difcernable, that no Gha rafter c^n be drawn 
ibl^ck enough^ no Punifhnient devis'd equal 
to their Crimes, who for private Ends, could 
allow themfelves to Cheat, Deilroy, and Un* 
do their Country 5 and whOj tW they en- 
joy'd all that happy and fatisfied Men^ cou'd 
€ven; wifh fiir under. Kipg George: deep Qui- 
^jQ^is^ fplid Peace, their Lives, their Eftate^^ 
their Liberties, their Church, and were der 
pciy'd only, of that Power which they had 
abus'd, and thofe Places which they knew^ 
tfcey , did not^ Deferve: wou'd^ neverthelefe 
ilor thefe Xhingsw and thefe ^\Qivt^\i^^'iift.^^^ 
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rtiie ' - f nioft iaared ^ Ties df! " repeated Oaths, 
Irarfe their Goiintrymen into Unfettlednefs, 
aPxfition and Rebellion, and rather than not 
!be employed in .PubUck Managements, em- 
5>layahemfehres in Things of pubhck Confufiott. 
•and Difordefw, : ' 

'Shtwing how ihej miild hxve Uen dip^cfhtted had 

' fheji fucceeded. 
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UT alafs ?"" Wljat IS the true Conftruaioh 
ULJ- ofall'tWs ? It% that P&ffien-fo blinded 
tliife Mem, that' they were fMSt -able to. fee 
tferpijgh the xvhdle' of that Mdancholly Affair^ 
Vi^feef erh -thty were engaged: • For queftionleft, 
€k36cfefs- to t-hew cfeuM (at laft) produce nothing 
ief&'tltah 'art'^tife change of the very Naturfc 
efcivejy thing ifeit was EngUfh m the Land; 
fend rrtuft of -Neoeffity rediice all Brmdin'ib 
4 Poprfh, and -a "fereign Appearauoe* ^TwonM 
have been iaSpoflible for theiA t6 have ftopM 
ivfaeft once tl*y and; their Piince had in eameft 
begun :; and^tvery -Knee TiliwV<^rtainIy eitlK^.r 
have bow'd tb the whole Service of the new 
Idol^ of have-4iv'd in Conttnual" Trehibling^ 
Disgrace and i>efpalr. A fad'IMtemma !- thfe^ 
tefl<4Part oF whl<:Sh muft conclude in Sorrow 
a^ffld'-Shatae. • For what Pain- had not TucK 
Ht^ endhr'd ?'WMt Racks ha^ tfey not Ujft- 
dcegotie (even fufJpofing they had recondFif 
diemfelves to ev^ new Metbocf) from jt^fe 

io^nefs^ 4M I&fotence of «t?QMlit^^'but 
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Ponifli V Forefgnfers ? wbofe-fitpwior: Mt^ifis^ 
earlier Sepvicesj and heivter* Su^rings fcii^thi 
injurM Prince would quite oot-ba lance aod 
difiterate the late Domeffkfe ^^'ormeirtst^ctf 
Perjury and a feditious 'iempdE^' and ^3»OTi*4 

cancel all the Obligations a plain Eiiglifhman 
had laid oft his Unfortunate SdvereigfTT^yy 
drudging oa jpi theoneritoricyiip Way of a Male-' 
content, anti^fo venturing Poverty and Death, 

for m^ay years together.. In jfhort, S^ea- 

fon cannot but^ tfell tlictkV^af the PrnMer 
is fo loaded with, irrefift^blft JDechan^ .>ft*oiii 
various Strangers, (many of Y^lwna ji^ake^^the 
firft' Figure aaiongfl: Men,) thai;* all th,e jjp6fts. 
Civil, Ecclefiaftrcai and MiKtaryVafl Ais new 
Impofitions oa the Subjefl: ; all the 01;Lan4 
3L*gal *TReircnae^ of the Kiflgdoin (fbou'd t^ 
lever fee fettled amongft- hs). will a^vtv fee 
able to anfwer the Anabfefeftor Want&j^^ 
numerous Patrdris and Ferllo'dwfs ; our NpT- 
tioh would be the Sink of many^ othtr KWg- 
doms; bur Natives every ftfiomefne 0verlo6k^a, 
afFr6nted, dfefptsM; CarefeM at fi.iHft, bi4t .at 
length entirely *difcarded and laid afide : .■ Ti(i, 
.wearied with Bigottry and Supe^ftitipn-, har- 
rafsM with Subjeftion and ''Dtfappointmerrt, 
difgufted with llrange Manners and Ufigjes, 
and continually' infulted by Upftart Alicfris^: 
Frpm Langiiiffiing and Repining, theyM 9geh 
'turn doWuf right Rebels, and endeavour by a 
fecond' Civil War to free themfelves fiH>fH that 
very State of Things, to introduce which they 
-Had perjur'd themfelves, arv^ \\\o\y^x. Sx. «2kv- 
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yenient to raife Inteftine Commoticxis (even to 
Blood) before. But ! who knows whether 
Lawful refiftance now wou'd be able to take 
Place, after long PoiTeffion, and large Triumphs 
of Succelsftd Rebellions ? 



CHAP. II. 

Wherein are particularly DifpIayJ^ tJ}e 

- falfe Arguments trlyerehy the Leaders 

ferfuaJed the Multitude to faB into 

thofeMeafures which ended in Rebellion. 

iSS^^A \ I N G given fo Black an Account 
' H ^ of the Leaders of this Mottly In- 
furreilion : it may very well be ex- 
pected fand may not be unworthy 
the Reader^s perufal; that fome Enlargement 
be made on the Reaibns wliich inducM fo ma- 
ny of the common People to tall in with 
Meafures deftruitive of their Religion and Li- 
berties ; ^nd to expofe in a plain Light that 
finilhd Degree of Artifice, which intercepted 
their Dilcernment of the in&mous and exer 
crable Dellgns of thofe who had Power enough 
with them, (^implicitly) to engage *em in 
Things moll impious and wrong, and which 
inaiiUe(tly tended to tlieir own undoing. 
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Sect. 
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S E C T, L 

hing the Artifice of Leaders of Parties^ &€• 

w gefier/iL 

jTHATEVER Complaints are made by 
^ Divines and Moralifts of the natural 
livity and Vicioufnefs of Human Nature in 
eral : We may obferve that the Wicked- 
of particular Bodies of Men (confider d as 
) is frequently owing to the Influence of a 
; concerning the Excellence of whofe Un- 
banding, or Reftitude of whofe Will the 
Ititude are prejudiced on the favourable 
'; or whofe {Eminence of Birth, and Ad- 
tages of Experience, Education or For- 
i gives ihem an immediate Awe or Coni* 
id over fuch whofe very Dependance oh 
others fets them in the Light of Gods and 
etaftors, and confcquently joints them 
as DireQrors and Guides to their Thoughts, 
/ell as their Aftions. Upon this Footing 
J, that we never read of any publick fpiri- 
or enterprizing Men who were enclin'd 
Jo ;any great Aftions, and to fet them- 
es at the Head of remarkable Revolutions 
[Hianges, fuch as founding, altering or an- 
lating Governments, enflaving or freeing 
Nations, introducing or aboliming a Reli- 
i; commencing War, or making Peace: 
: that they tempered themfelves and their 
ions fometime beforehand,^ with ij^cxiJoax 
rns of Diftind ion and ObfetN^^x^^xv^:^^ 
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laft they fpoke out, and eftabliflied fome par* 
ticular Principle on which . to fix all the 
Thoughts of their AflSftants^ and which aloiw 
fiiQuM infpirit them in the whole Courfe of 
their Attempts, and ftruggle to accomplilh 
their ^nds, , 
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S E C T, II. . 

Exhibiting M Examfle from ancient Rome, Sfc- 



I . 



^; i ^ HUS when the Roman King ^ was en* 
- Jj^ clin'd to. eftaiblifh a Religion^ he feigned 
ft /frequent Gongrefs with a ^\ Gvidefs in fecret, 
whereby having confirmed the Opmion of in. 
viflble Beings he carryM himfelf fafe thro' afl 
the Parts and Ceremonies of the Worfhip of 
the Gods : obtaining hereby what Supcrftiti# 
tions he pleas'd towards them, as well as Oi* 
bedience to the State, and Morality towards 
Men» 

Thus alfo when Rome grew weary of her 
Kings, the glorious Conful gave CMit Liberty 
for the Word, and thereby inflam'd fome^ 
and animated others to that Height of Hc^ 
roifm which was wanted to make it a free 
and flourifhing Commonwealth. ' ; 

The Glory of Arms and Military Atchieve^ ' 
inems fucceeded Liberty : Civiliz^ing Natiojos' 
and being Lovers and Benefectors of MaiJ»- 
Icind at other Times buoyM up the Ram4$ 
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tienius tb fuccefsful Labours and Toil in Wan 
Their ^ Gods and Families, Religion and Li- 
berty in modern Language was tne Trumpet 
blown to their Fleets and Armies: Till at 
length ^twas thought enough to infpire 'em 
with Honour, and Courage, to incite 'em .to 
the greateft military Hardniips and Glory, and 
to induce fherti to undertake whatever ad-* 
vancM the Name and Dignity of their Go- 
vernment, to render 'em valiant and virtu- 
ous, and all that is laudable and good, by 
tefling a Man that he was a Roman. 

Nor. was it lefs cuftomary in other Nati- 
yon? to enliven their Votaries and Subjefts to 
The boldeft and nobleft of Aftions by apply- 
ing the Id^a df . all that is honourable and 
'Praife-worthy to fonrie remarkable Terms o£ 
Art, and impreffirig them ftrongly on the Tqia- 
'^ination of the Inurudiertts of tn^^^ Schemes^ 

To pafs; by aiiy more Examples, for they 
are .numerous in Hiftory, 'twas to this was 
DWmg in a.greai Meafure the Defeat of the 
Arrtfy and^ Deftruftion of the Caufc of one 
bf Our own Monarchs f by the Hands of vi- 
toient Rebels, headed by a celebrated but ia- 

I* fempus ItUfurper: and I doubt not but all that 
*i ■ ■ I < ■ . . I , ■ 

^^ ' '♦Tro Aris&'focis. 
: tif^ Xrn^ Chdrlee (. . 

•|y. Oliver CromweJ ; 'w6<> at firfl obfirvtng hh Forces toie 
ieneraiy rvorflei^refoWi bisiU Fortune imo the Principles rvbicb 
tmimated the King*s Armyy viz. Monarchy ani Epifco^acy, 
"to huntervail iiubhh; ft fuccefsfuUy a^uatei his Men with the 
Appellation of Saints^ and the Jmsgination -ibat tbc;j \ifnwt^i^\«.- 
fyf ought fffrf Ac (frai;^ and Favour $f&^i% .r 
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ifeand Vigour, that Joy in Arms and/thofe 
, foccefsful glorious Campaigns wherewith Pro- 
vidence or late Years permitted our E^^lijb 
Soldiery to be bIefsM,and which diffpirited th€ 
Minds of our vaunting and vanqplfh'd Ene- 
mies,, was owing to the noble Principles gf 
our glorious ^ General, as well as to his inimi- 
table Skill and CondiiQ: in Military Anions, 
and the Example of his Bravery and Courage. 
The Liberty of his Country, and Succefs of 
the Pr(?/^/ii;^r Caufe, being Things fo vertu- 
ous, fo exalted in their own Nature, and (o 
firmly fixM in his Heart, that his Army 
■Wanted only to regard what . it Was which 
'invigorated him, wanted no Motive but 
this to conquer and defeat that Man, who,, 
.with too affumirig an Erhphafis ftU'd himfelf 
Great ; and who proudly once declared War,- I 
(tho' then and ever unfuccefsful thro* the Ini- 
quity of his Caufe) qiily for the Glory of hii j 
Army. 

i Have dwelt the longer on this Siibjefj: 
becaufe Pofterity will never be able to jopiake 
a right Judgment, of the Times .whereiii'we 
live, without being apprized that the general 
Taft, and publick Difpofition of Mens Mincf^ 
Was fo whimfical and depraved, that they could 
not Bear wfth any thing that was Teal,or whicTl 
carried its own Aflent ftrongly along with it: 
But that Appearances, nay Falfity it felf, and 
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(iovrti right Contradiftions and Lies were the! 
Favourities that perfwaded and brought then? 
into every Meafure they took. And indeed 
it is the Undeniable Chirafter of ihoft Britons 
in this Age, that they fit ft poffefsM themfeives 
cff imaginary and fomantick Principles, and 
then proceeded to Aftions as wild and extra-s 
vacant as the Grounds wherepn they were 
built ; neglecting and defpifing all that wa^ 
folidly- true and glorious in it fell^ every thing 
which woiild really ndake thenti eafie and hap- 
py, " and entertaining Error and Slavery iii 
taeir Place. ' Hence it was, no doubt, that all 
the Parts of this Rebellion, tho' never fo mucH 
kboUrM and ftudied, when they cartie to be| 
jJut together and brought into Ufe, diflblv'd 
dnd died awayalmoft of thefflfclves. For the 
Truth was againft thefe People, and their. 
iantaftick Opinions of the Power and Title of 
the Pretender^ of of any better Title, or more 
Power, thaii the LaWs of the Land confent to 
and eftabliflh, and their Chimeras of the fame 
things (when not to be found in Scripture) 
being lodg'd as inviolably in the Clergy ; and 
that therefore the whole Conftitution facred 
ind Civil was near expiring from the Preva- 
lency of thofe who didn't think exa^Hy on 
thefe Subjefts as they themfeives did ; 1 fay,^ 
when* thefe Dreams of Opinion came to the 
Teft> and Mens Hearts and Hands wertta 
try oil which Side the real Argument lay; 
all the Impofture faird, and melted into a to- 



tal Rendition of it felf to a ftrpngcr and ho- 
nefter Power; and Freedom from Tyranny 
both in Church and State, and a Prpteftant 
Succeflbr to obtain and prefervc thefetwo 
great Ends, this bore down all, and for 
ever wiU continue to bear down all before 

• . * 

it. 

SECT. III. 

The Danger of the Church, the GrMd Jriifict 
and Party4Vord of the Fd^fhtt^ 

IT is obfervabl^ that cbo^ the People were 
ready to give up their Liberty to the State, 
as well as their Confciences to the Church, 
and that therefore both Church and State, 
were moft. cunningly faid to be in Danger 
from thof? Men, who fet up for a Freedom, 
from the Impofttions^ of either : yet it was 
thought too imppliticl^ to cry put pttbUckly 
iSbr tlie Danger of the latter, the Words t$^ 
bertj and Freedom being ever ready to ftop^. 
their Mouths who argued this: >yay ; fqr 
which Reafon the lafting Prevalent Cant-' 
Word, whereby the whole Spirit of the Par- 
ty was fuftain'd, and which to thjis Day isA^t 
quite exti^a, was THE D4NQ$R OF 
THE CHVRCH: An jEj^preifion indefi- 
(lite, and to wliich no oAe, real^ detj^rqiin'd^ 
Idea was ever yet fix'd ; apd; which, tb^ro' ks 
Aiajbiguity and plaufible Sound, was wifely^ 
calc|i]iate{l and as exactly anfvrftrM tjoi^ Diefigp^ 
pjf the firft Inventors of it. 
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The Falfity of thli Afiirmation, The Chnnh 
is in Dangei^^ has, in fome Degree, already, and 
win niore dearly appfear in thePurfuit of this 
Dilcontrfe: For, iftheiltter aboliftiing of the 
Gofpel in thefe Realtns be meant by thig 
Phrafej this I fuppofe is fo glaring a Piccd 
of EflProntery, fo bald an Impofition that it car- 
fies its own Anfwer along with it; it. being 
morally. inlpoilible that Atneifm and Infidelity 
tho' much complained on, and not withdiit 
ibmc Reafon, mouM utterly ufurp upon the 
Chriftian • Faith, and bear down all Religion 
and Divide; Worfhip before it. Not that t 
woU'd have my Readers ignorant that there 
wanifed not fdmc Men^ ,defigiling and wicked 
enough to fend the Exprcfiion abroad on this 
^ery Errand^ nor others ciNedulous ahd' foolifli 
enough to embrace and believe it. Whereas 
ilas I this Complaint ever has, and ever will 
pethdfad Fate of haplefs Mankind in all Awi 
and Kingdoms of the Earthy till a little before 
the kft Diflblution and the general Confum- 
mattoil of all Thb^s : Till which TimeProvi* 
dence permits Thmgs to go on in their natu- 
ral Courfe ; and the Power of Darkneis an^ 
the Wickednefs of Men, no doubt^ till that 
Time (to fpeak in the Scrijkture-Phrafe) ^ lets, 
^nd let^y and will iett. 

^Twoq'd be tedious, on this Head, to give 
{mt a fmaU Sketch of this antient Outcry, 

D 2 iince 
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fince any Oeconomy and Morality- was pre- 
tended to amongft Men. Let us look where 
we will, and at what Time we pleafe^ and 
we fhall be fiirnifhed with Exanrples of this 
fort : The Moralift as well as Divine, ever la-» 
bouring to recommend Vertue and Religion, 
ever complaining of the Wickednefs of their 
Times, and reprefenting from thence th^ 
Danger there was left the Worfhip of the Gods,* 
left Juftice and Honefty amongft Men fhou^d 
take their laft Flight, and be entirely fwepc 
away from "^the Face of the Earth : And in^ 
deed fuch an Undertaking would be odious- 
and ungrateful as well as neediefs ; witnefs that 
wretcjied Colleftion of Sin and Wickednefs, 
produc'd not long fince to skreen a ^ Perfon 
impeached by the Commons of England^ and 
found guilty by the Lords, of High Crimes 
and MifdemeanourSi . A CoUeftion ! vile and 
horrid, and fit \ only to appear in that Light, 
wherein, by Voice of publick Authority it was 
afterwards order'd to be burnM^ However^ 
tho I am unwilling to Ihew the Infignificancy 
of this Plea, to the Purpofes it was produced, 
by running thro- the Deformities and ofFen-^ 
five Parts of Hiftory, yet I can't forbear re- 
marking that in F.ofijh Countries, the fame 
Language, on the fame Occafiori^ and at the 
fame Tiriie was hotly and lijudiy made ufe on : 
The ihurch of Rome^ and other Popijb Church- 
es being then complaiii'd of publickly by the 
Pope, &c. to he in Danger, nqt only from th^ 

Wick. 
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Wickednefs of the People, but from their Ten** 
dency to embrace new ^Doftrines andOpinions* 
And that Men may be fully perfwaded 
that this Party-Phrafe in EngUndy was only 
artful and entirely felfe : I beg Leave to left 
them know, that during the whole Time that 
it was entertained with Credit and Aflfeflrion, 
moft whblfom and powerful Laws were in 
Force againft all Manner of Immorality, Pro-i 
fenefe and Vice 5 Religion and the eftablifh^d 
Church were ffencM impregnably, and fecur'd 
by the ftrongeft Barriers that thie whole Legi-. 
flature could provide for them. The prefent 
Prinice was celebrated for Vertue and Prote- 
ftantifm ; and the Crown firmly fettled on a; 
Reformed Pofterity. There was not one At- 
tempt made either in publick or private to at- 
tack thefe Laws; no Motion in either Houfe 
of Parliament, noSufpicion.from thfe Queen, 
and indeed no Grounds of Sufpicion from any 
other Quarter j unlefs from a few infignificant 
circumforaneous Scriblers ; their Names known 
and of no Influence, but on (bme unregarded 
Libertine and licentious Youths, with which 
fort oi MtviyLondon ^ndEftgUnd not only,but alt 
Countries of our Globe - will for ever be infe-- 
fted. I cannot conclij^e^his Siibjefl: without 
informing my Read^, that this Infinuation. of 
thefe wicked Men ylfis fo gronridlefs,that Reli- 

^ \ ■ ' - g|on 

* ThePopepubliJhUa Letter at thh Time exbortiij^ the Clerj^ 
to watch agaififl Socinianifm, Janfenifm, &c whhb he com* 
flain'd were vtry much cmoutdgti in Ytiitvct^ Vt^V^V ^^-^^ ^^^**' 
PopiO} Nations. 
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gion at this Time really mad^ & coni^icuous 
aa4 fhining Figure amongft us. We wem 
blefs'd with a Set of learned, honeft and pious 
Biflipps. The inferiour Clergy were numc-r 
rous, orthodox, aud unmolefted in their fpiH- 
tual Exercifes and Temporal Provifions; TB» 
Churches were throngM ; jthe Altars frequ^pt-? 
cd ; and fuch unliable Mar]ks of publick Cha-s 
rity ere6!i:ed, CQuntenancM and unmolefted. in 
llmoft every Town and City in the whol^ 
kingdom, befides the private Obfervances of 
this Duty, as is the peculiar GlOrv of Engldnd^ 
and which by .the Permiifion or God, will, % 
hope, cover m^ny of our mekncholy National 
Sins. 

SECT.. IV. 

The Faljhy rf the Generd Ajfertion cf the Danger 
pf the Church, aPpliei t& thi Church of Engj- 
land, in particuUrm 

• ■ • 

WH A T has been faid of this fallacy of die 
Danger of the Church, as it regardti 
the Gofpel pf Chrif): and Religion in genetal^ 
will iliuftratC' the fame Cheat, with teipei^ 
to what is callM the Church of Englandi va, 
particular ; that is, thofe Articles^ Cmohs,, Ru^ 
britksj and Direiloriesj ice. which the Laws of 
the Land eftablifh as; the Moduf of Faith and 
Worfhip to all who are inclined to belie vq 
and conform to 'em in the Kingdom of £;sg- 
land. Now, that thefe were in no Danger, 
is plain, becaufe, the Larvs^ which givp thern 
iheit Natioml Sandion, and from Whence 
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alone they derive the Authority of an Eug^ 
lijb Compilement, for Decgicy and Order irt 
the PiibUck Worfhip of God, and the good 
edifying of his People, were in full force and 
vigQiir on their Side, all this time , and not 
one Syllable ever mutterM of any Danger 
that tnofe Laws would be Violated or Re* 
peard. How then couM the Church be in 
Pajnger, when the Laws which had appoints 
cd tMt fuch a Church fhould firft B^,and which 
fupported It when in Being, were in no Dan- 
gle themfelves? No Populace being either 
Inclinable or Able to aver-power the Le* 
gKJat-ure, and to abolifli thefe Things by Vi-^ 
olence ; and the Legiflature being free from 
a. Sijfpicion of any mch Defigns-, nay, on the 
Contrary,, both thefe being perfectly difpos'd 
to favour this Church. 

Ip vain therefore was this Outcry rais'd 
([excepting the Advantage of a Temporary Im-» 
pofitibn on fome weak and wicked People} 
Vfhilft every antient Law that favourM the 
Church, remained un^at tempted and quiet ; 
liad it not been fo, the true Phrafe ought to 
Iwve been not tliat the Church , but thofc 
t-aw^ which proteded theChurch were inDajru 
jer of:being violated or repealed ; For I fhaH 
painly fliew hereafter, that the Repealing % 
particular Law or two relating to Proteftanj 
Diffenters wouM, have been, and ftill wift 
Ijq for the Honour and Safety of the Churchy 
But tHis they knew, to be too plain an Un- 
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frdtii to be redeivM : Or, had there been 
Pretence for it, no Phrafe on this Side, coul 
poflibly have fervM the Turn. No ! Th 
Word Church Was what had been long an 
warmly beaten into tlie Minds of the Pqoplcj^ -• 
and the unintelligible Averrment of the Dan- 
ger of that, Cou'd only be fuflficient anc^ 
powerful enough to make Men run Mad, anc^ 
to undo themfelves and their Country upor^i 
unexaminM Delufions and Vagaries— - anc^ 
Mad undoubtedly they were, who couM nor 
fee, that , to mike up this Prppofition and 
conftitute the Truth of it, "viz. the Church 
is in Darker y the Laws which ^ autlioriz'd thei 
Appointment of fuch a Church, and main- 
tainM it (both being now incorporate) mtllibe 
in Danger allb ; /. e. The wliole Legiflature 
(the Prince particularly) nauft be in Dinger • 
the Prince, who is Head, Protestor and Go- 
vernour of it ; which Things moft certainly^ 
were not fo. 

■ But the Truth is, the l^ebple were ftbt 
treated at fo plain and explicite a rate, and a 
great Majority of the Multitude underftood 
this Phrafe in both the Scnfes noW mentioned, 
being moreover with great Induftry taught 
by the fame Hands to lament that the Per- 
fons and Charafters of the Clergy grew, in to 
Conte.mpt and Difregard every Day : and that 
their Power and Authority was viiibly lefTen- 
ing and expiring : And this corapleated th-e 
Notion of the Church's Dangen 
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The DMger of the Church confidird^ in rtffiU to 
the Contempt of theCUr^*. • 

IT wotild be a very notortwis t^alfity, ;'tdi de-' 
ny that te was the Cale pi a gitit niany^ 
Clergymen at that Time :. aricf. wc(u|cf Be a^ 
^drtial and iihfair, in a Perfon ertter*(j[''i;lfti^''^ 
into this Sutijedt, not to givd!tKe honi^tteft¥t|iI 
^eft Account of this Mai:tler| thkt .0^<imEi- 
dft or InHuftry can rcaki ohe'Marter of- W 
fet this M^i in the cicardff tiglit, t cmntit 
Ibtbear thenti^^ning chai;thfe l^ihgdofri.jof ^«g- 
ia/id at this Time, wak petfe<i?ly diTided intd 
fvfo* Paftiesj One whereof eli)ous'd the Sbe- 
cefTion of the Houfe of Handver : die Oth^ 
the Irtteteft of the prerended Son of Ki/i^ 
J&mes the ltd. The for nt'ef, generatfy l5|s&|tirtg^ 
piqu'd themfeives for rti<Kierate Priiicii^le's ;iit 
Chutch and State: The latter cart/d' the Pre^ 
relative of the Ctown to its greatefl: Altitude, 
^nd rigidly infifted oh the Title of Ow Prince^ 
to be Hereditary aAd Lined alone ; maincaici^ 
irig at the lame Time the ftrideft Superiority 
and Power iCn the Clergy, which cou a be con- 
jflfleiit witlf the Appearance of any Rcformatrotj 
from Rome. . ^ 

It' Witt be no Difcovery t6 let you knbw; 
that i grejft Part of th§' Clergy did mighty Seir-' 
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vice to thifi lad Set of Mciv, by advancing both 
from Prefs and Pulpit^ that Sacrednefs of In- 
heritance which Birth, convey 'd to a Prince, 
and that unlimited Obedience wliich Scripture 
(as tiiey wroagly imagin'd^ without any Ex- 
ceptions demanaqd . of the Subj?(3: ; very wil- 
lingly making ufe of the prefent good Dilpcft. 
fitions of the People towards their Qrder, in 
Hopes by this Means thoroughly to eftablifh 
that abfolutc Authority and Power over the La- 
ity, which Ctho' fo agreeable to themfelves^ 
manY Englijh Sabjedls pppos'd with utmoft In- 
duftry and Vehemence. And although there 
wanted not many amongft tlie Prieftliood, who 
Were of the moi^rate Side, yet the far greatcfi: 
Number of them ^ded a quite ^ different Part, 
apid^ befides the political Notions, which I 
have mqntion d, bufied themfelves very much 
in. advancing Spiritual DocStrines of the fame 
Tendency and Defign. 

Confefiion aiid "Ablglution fonietimes made 
their Figujc. amongft Us in the fame Shape 
wherein they appear in Popifli Countries j the 
Natur? of Schifin was carry 'd fp fax at another 
Time, that all Toleration was rendered ridicu- 
lous ' and ufelefs, and then we know what 
* Opinion muft have l^ep'd into its' Place. The 
Power of the Keys enjoyM all its Terrors j and 
to remove tlie higheft f Mountain which lay 
in the Way^of our new Accomraodatiori^^the $a- 
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crifice of the Sacrament, was to be the common 
Expreflion in ufc amongfl Us ; and thus Ido- 
latry and Contradidion were to be loft and 
fwaJiow'd up in the Softnefs of Words, which 
wou'd have left Men at Liberty to fix what 
Idea they pleas'd unto them/ 

When this High-flown Part of the Clergy 
had thus array 'd thcmfelves in all the gawdy 
and Party-colou^*d Garbs of the Sandhiary, and 
had perfwaded the People of the Peauty and 
Ufcfulnefs of them, 'twas then eafy to find e- 
very particular Account, which the general Cry 
of The Danger of the Churchy was conoriv'd to 
produce, ' and to extradl daily Advantages from 
it, amongfl: the Vulgar. And indeed it came to 
that odious Pafs at lift, that .one cou dn't men- 
tion the moft indifferent Ad:ion ("tho* never fo 
juftly) which disfavour'd a Clergyman, but 
ftraitway you were buUy'd by The Danger of 
the Church*' And therefore you mayeafdy guefs 
how loud the Language was raisM, againft 
thofe Perfons that dar'a at fiicli a Jundhzre as^ 
this, publickly to oppofc the iDodrines now- 
recited, or to refent that barefecM Trumpeting 
of Rebellion, and favouring the Tretendery 
which is too well known to have been . fre- 
quently advahcd and imprefs^d upon the 
People. 

Whilft Things w*cre in this Condition, there 
were not wanting Numbers of Foreign Pbpifli 
Priefts, and other Emiflaries from Abroad, who. 
joyn'd with the Cry in Vogue, aod by vatiovi.sL 
Ajraficcs helped on the Warm ^^tt ol ^^ C^rx- 
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^ to buttle in yindicatipn. of thqir own aad 
tKc decaying Ciufe ef '(he Cbmcb, and egg'd 
diejexalper^ed Mulcitude into Rage d^d Flame^ 
tp. the lamp PurpoJCes and Ends.j^ till Things^ 
were carry d to/Caeh an Height, that a Dor-, 
riiaht Set of * Men, who imagin d themfelves 
tjb^. Chief Perfons to be coniuder'4 and em- 
^Qyjdy whenev^ the. khg wifh'd-for Scafoar 
a:Ser'd idTel^ at.bncefpake oi^t^ aad thought 
lip ! a Tun^ ttot only to advance the Title of 
thjeiir^ IJing to our Crown> but to prefer their 
qwn Title tP the Pwfthood, to any other in 
cj^fe RealfflSit .^^^7 ; '^o exclude all, jTuch .Clergy-: 
ipco, whether fiifcbp, Prieft or Dieacon, from 
Qol^ Orders, as well as any Temporal Encou^ 
ragements in the Church, who. either took thcic 
prder, or receiv'd Benefices without that Li^ 
Ileal Defcent of JPriefthood, which was derivU 
l^pm the j^iihops^ made in the Reign of Kin^ 
f^mif tJK Hd, (and upwards^ which Ecclefia^^ 
ftical Tenure they afitrm'd to. he interrupted^ 
from the Time that rihat King wa$ deposed 
Ibr MalradniinJii)x;|t:]ioft ; and that thcrc;fore ali 
t^at has been, i^wc tBis Way, dnqc th^t Timcy 
b^ «ther Hajn|^, ,w^ ^nd is - Aotichridian, mS^ 
if uU and Void in idei£ ' An adinirabb loflxuice 
of Chari^J w fallen Ae HopjBs, of Eternal Saiy^ 
vatioriori Circumftahces never to be pppy'4t^ 
and moH certainly Heterodox and imnaff hut 
we^fW whence |:his fi^ver? and iti^lliblp Spi,. 
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tit €omes> and muft lafcly conclude againft this 
horrid Dodrine inTavour of the prejfent Mem- 
|;>er$ of Our Ghurdu not only^ find thole who 
ih^ come afiter us, out. in FaY0i|r iafl^^ of thofe 
Numberlcfe Souls, who have ^onc %q the pt^er 
World, content with the Coofc;cnfipn of tkofe 
Biihops which King William (oi glorious Me- 
mory^ appoimed, aad with the'Araitmftiration 
and Chwch-Odices of Ptesbytetsi ordaia'd by 
them; 
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ftee and open; Mbnttor^in^wi^'ther 
oiidic CO be hsncQedv suid I hbpe yfnm 
no^Q^flionable Dirinteeqfteeb^r^ did Ikegrfty; 
£ oatmoc diimifs thisArgumenCj without takidg^ 
iwweparticaiar Iffodcd of Two or "iFhrcft oPdfio 
moft popular Hea&n8, wiitohwdrd givety oiiif 
fb fiippottrdie impertinent and v-eKatioiifi! OrjK 
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'Mfvoerli^' tjk'OhjeWion that the 'Mtnifity then /> 
'"B^ingy (^fromihe Tear 170% to ^o ejpecia/ly^y 
•dndtoihHoufes off^artiamhtit'^' were knoim Fa- 
vour eh of Tredytery and a Cbmrnon- Wealth. 

NE wiis that the Miftiftty then in Being, 
nay, both thfe Hoiiffcs of Parliament, were 
known Favourers of Presbytery and a Com- 
mon-Wealth, and that manifeft Overt-AiSs 
wou d foon appear of a moft difmal and wick- 
ed Nature ; that Meafiires wou d be foon made 
known, which had been prepared to reduce All 
Great-Britain to that Sort of Civil and Eccie- 
fiaftical Govertiment,' ; whenever - the Nation 
came to be difengag'd from that monftrous Ad- 
minifbation w^hicn then opprefs'd it. And yeifc 
wjien this grand Change happen d to be made, 
fo little of thofe pompous Accufations were ci- 
ther purfud or proved, that it all ended in a 
falfe and impotent Attack on the greateft He- 
ro, Ontf of the moft dcferving * Men that eveif 
fupported or retriev'd the Honour of the £ngr 
lifh Nation. An Aoick \ fo Ihamefiil, fo inm- 
mous and; unjitfl, that it ended in the Origrace 
and Con&fion of thofe Who began it ; buc 
which contributes to fill up the Sum of thofe; 
Glories that render this Great Perfon admira- 
ble and conipicuous, for the moft eminent PaC 
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five as well as Active Vertues. .He wlio was 
able to Do the nobleft and befl: of Tilings for 
his Cx)untry, provji^ig able to Jiear and fuffer 
the word. But' to 'return. :It puift be cvid?at. 
that'thofc.Claijioiirs. againfl: jcHeft M^n wprc 
inviaious and falfe, not oaly bccatife nothing 
like tile Crimes lafct ajgaiofl tlicni was ever pro-y 
duced or appeqr'd ^tho' by.jhe by, d^e moft fla-» 
grant * Vilfanics\ have be^^ 
gainfl;. their Accufprs>) but becaule; ,rhere ' is. noq 
Room even fpr Sufpicion now.,pf the Danger 
of the fame lFHihg§, tho' n^pft of the fame Men 
("and Men of their Principles^ by the good Pro- 
vidence, of God|,. and Wif4pm of. His prefenc 
Majefty, are repofted in tlieit former, or in 
other Placies of publick Employment and Trull: ;, 
nay one may venture to affirm,' that the Church 
of England never yet gloried* in truer or abler 
Friends than Kiijg George and His Mini- 
fters) nor ever enjoy d more fettled Peace and 
Security, or a* more beautiful and pleafmgPro- 
fpeift of continuing in the fame happy State, 
than now it does. The Members of it may 
quarrel, and the Clergy belonging to it may 
go on to wrangle ana difpute ; but whilfl: this 
Rpyal Family 4^ the Head anfl Protedors of 
ir, the Founaation thereof will remain ftedfaft 
and fare, and all the ill-contriv'd Superftruc2:urC' 
rais'd thereon, by deluded aad -impofing Per*-^ 
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fbns, will tumble ^tid moulder into Silence and 
Oblivion. 

Twill be conclufivc in this Dilpute, 1 hope^ 
w obferve that neither common Scnfc or Pru- 
dence cou d poflibly didatc to Minifters in full 
Poflcffion of all the Power, Riched and Honouii; 
of a Kingdom^ to attempt fach Fundamental 
Changes, as muft endanger, or entirely ruin 
both themfelvcs and their Fortunes. This we 
know has, and may be the Endeavour and 
Study of Perlbtts out of Place; but the Pof- 
fc^rs furcly have nothing to do but to main^ 
rain themfelves, and all Publick Affairs, ia 
the prelent quiet and proj^ei^diis Condition, 
and to diftharge their Duties fb wifely ana 
carefully as never to be call'din queftion about 
t!hcm. 

That nothing laftly may be left unfaid on 
this Head, it is evident &om the Lift of Both 
the Houfes of that Parliament, thar there were 
not Ten EHifenting Members in them, ('except 
Scats) nor above One orTwaCommon-Wealth'd 
Men, (if any} in the literal. Acceptation of that 
Word. There 'ft^as indeed a Reprefentacion ofi- 
fcrd to the Queen, in Purfuance of the Humour 
of the Times, ty The Lower Hoi^e of Ccnvoca^ 
tion then fitting, fetting forth the dangerous 
State of Sin and Wickednefs which infefted 
the Nation ; I Ihall fay no more here of that 
Reprefentation, than defire my Readers to pc « 
rufe it, and then they will be able to judge of 
the Reaibnableneis of it, and whether any thing 
tAac is here ikid, bo an Anl^w^et unto it. 
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Sect. II. 

Farther Atguments anfwerd for TliQ Danger of 
the Church, viz. Repealing fame Laws and not 
Enaiiing others for its Security. 

A Nother Reafon given for The Danger of the 
-^ Churchy was that fome Laws which might 
become its Boundaries and Defence were not 
enadted, and that others which favoured it, were 
propos'd to be rcpeai'd, a Flood-Gate thereby 
being laid open to DilTenters of ail Softs, to 
Eu(h in and overwhelm it. 

Now in order to dilcover the Fallacy of this 
Aflertion, and to (hew that Party-CaafeCnot 
Truth) lay at the Bottom of thefe Argumcnta- 

. tions, it will be aThing of too narrow a Com-i 
pafs, to fall direc9:ly upon the particular Views 
which thofe Men had who argud this Wayj 
"and therefore I beg Leave to commence this 
Affair from an higher Principle, and to lay it 
down at firft for a general Truth, that whene-» 
ver the Public k Safety of a State comes %o bq 
in Danger, the Difference of Religious Princi- 
ples in the feveral SubjeiSts of that State, at 
fuch a Jundlure, ought not, will not be conft- 

^ der'd, unlels thofe Principles are the very ©c^ 
caAon of that Danger, or woud prodiice \z 
greater Evil than Good, in regard to tlie .pre- 
fcnt Circumftance of Things ; but that All 
Hands will be called in for the common Safety, 
whatever Divcrfities of Sentiments m.iy poflefs 
the Minds of Men, in t\\;sLt St.'aLW^ 'j^ovs^.^^ir 
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gion and the Worihip of God. For, from ttie 
Beginning of the World, Men never enter d 
into Societies, or form'd themfelves into King- 
doms and Governments, becaufe of a Confent 
and Harmony in Principles of Religion j but 
when they became Civil Societies, betodk them- 
felves to eftablifh the beft religious Principles 
which they cou d difcover or find out. And this 
is fo true, that you ftiall always find) that 
where Mens Interefts are the fame, they will 
never break thro' thofe for Difference in Religi- 
on : And, tho' their Religion be the fame, yet 
it is no Bond of Union, where their Interefts 
arc divided. 

It is here fuppos'd that it is impoffible, that 
All the Inhabitants of any Nation, where Li- 
berty of Rcafoning and the Benefit of common 
Senle is left in tlieir Power, can pretend to 
think the lame Way in Matters of Religion, 
or indeed almoft in any thing elfe: Mens Vn-' 
derftandings and Education being fo wide and 
diftant one from another, that they wou'd dit 
pute, were it pofTible, even about the plainefl: 
Things ; as I fay, it is not to be conceiv d (im- 
der the prefent Frame and Make oiF Humane 
Minds) that ever God Almighty defign'd, that, 
in fuch and fuch Trads of Land, aD the Peo^ 
pie dwelling therein fliould exactly be of the 
fame Opinions about his Worihip and the Af- 
fairs of another Life, I am furc Men never 
were, no not during the very^ Delivery of Re- 
vehtion ; And as it is impoffible to affign any 
iuch Infallibility^ or to coudxxd^ ^tv^ oxWt- 
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wjtys than tliat we are left to ourfelves to form' 
the beft Judgment we can, of the Rehgion of 
our own and other Kingdoms round about Us ; 
fo certainly it is againft all Reafon (and Reve- 
lation) for any Leaders or Governours in any 
Part of the Earth, to force Men to conform to 
their Modules of believing and pradiidng, and 
to deprive them of the common Benefit of 
that Country, if they refufe fo to do : And 
much more fo, if they go farther, and punifli 
them for not fo doing. 'Tis irrational, 'tis cru- 
el that there Ihou d be any fuch Kingdom : 
Nay, 'tis impoflible ever to find One which real- 
ly fucceeds in fuch a Scheme, notwithftanding 
the dire Efforts that are made towards it in fomc 
Neighbouring Nations, and the horrid Perfccu- 
tions in ufe for this End. This being premised, 
that no Men fhould be oblig'd to think hke the 
reft of their Countrymen, nor be punifli'd or 
excluded the Benefits of their Country, if they 
did not, provided thofe Thoughts did not pro- 
duce ASts which tended to the Subverfion of the 
Eftablifhment of that Country ; Our prefcnc 
Queftion comes into this Ihort Compals, whe- 
ther the Opinions of Proteftanc Diflenters be 
deftrudive of the Conftitution of the King^ 
dom of England^ For thefe were the Men firom 
whom the Church was faid to be in Danger, and 
in regard to whom, the Complaint about Repeal-. 
ing and not Ena(3:ing, Laws, wa? made. And 
when this Queftion is anfwer'd, we may then go 
farther and determine whether Laws Ihou'd be 
madeor rcpcard which distavout ^^<5:.tcv^^\\^^^\N- 
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d'cr them incapable of the common Emoluments 
of the Nation? For 'tis plain that Opinion in 
Religion alone, lays their prefent Incapacity 
upon them. Whether they lhouM.Jbe fubjed: 
td a- Penalty for the external Exercifc of thofe 
Diflentiftg Principles in PubUck Worftiip ? And 
whether in time of common Danger, they ought 
to be cfttVufted and admitted on a Level with 
Others' of His Maieftys loyal Subjcds ? All 
thefeQticftions and fome more of the fame Na- 
vitkj depend ort the Solution of the firft, viz. 
whether our Proteftant Diflenters hold Opini- 
ons deftrucftive of our Conftitution ? TheQuefti- 
on is hot' whether, a Rigid Presbyterian, (fup- 
pofe} who reckons Epifcopacy to be a damna* 
ble Sin, wou'd, if he were able, aboliih that 
Order, and eftablifli the Presbyterian, in its 
Room ? or, whether a Common-wealth's Man, 
who is fo prgudicd againft Monarchy, i as lo 
think k an ungodly Ulurpation of = One Maa 
over Thonfands, wou d dethrone a King and 
place the Government in the Hands of a few or 
many : Such Men there may be, tho' their 
Numbe* be but fmall ; for I am fure that tKo 
Proteftant Presbyterian Churdies, and Com^ 
mon-Wealths Abroad, pay miglity Deference 
to ourChurch and State, and entertain no fiicb 
Damtfing Principles concerning leither ourEc? 
clefiaftical or Civil Government 3 But the Quc- 
ftion is, whether our prefent Proteftant DilTen-p 
ters, tolerated here by that general Name, em- 
ir^ce Principles, dcfttud:ive of our Conftituti ^ 
oji ? For if they do, no doubt tV^^'Vi ^\xx tlvem 
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in PradHce whenever they arc able; and if they 
don't, then, whether they are capable of being 
traded in any Share of the Adminiftration of Ci- 
vil and Military Afiairs; and efpecialiy whether 
they oughtto be call'd in to fuccour and iupport 
the whole Conftitution at aXime 'of common Pe^ 
riland Danger? To avoid being mifunderflood 
in a Place which will be thoiight to confift of 
fome Tendernefs and Nicety^ I defure the Rea- 
der to remember that I liere oppofe the Pcote^ 
flant' Diflentcrs to Papifts, the latter of which 
mofl: certainly hold. Opinions deftrudHve of 
out Conditution. I think this Admonition ne^ 
ceflary; becaufe People are generally at a I^ofs 
on this Subjed, for want of diflinguiihihg clears 
ly between our Conflitutitm/ and the Laws 
and Uiages of tlxe Land^ whicli are but the 
Confe<}uence of: that Conftitution : The Con- 
ftitution being thfi^ Gaufe, the taws the EffbA; 
and becaufe the .wicked Deiigrfs of the-Mbn 
of thofe Times which I amifpcaking of^ were 
very much favour'd by dil^rfing this artful and 
invidious Qiibfti6ny whcthic /t\v-ere better for 
a ■ Perfon of . the Church of England^ to be- 
come a Papift or a Presbyterian ? Inftnua- 
ting that the former were the moft prefer- 
abte Choice; The Conftitution. I take to 
be bxplain'd in this One Propofttion, that all 
our Laws are to be made by a mix'd Legifta- 
tiirevby King, Lords and Commons; this i^ 
the :conftitLUdd Government of Engiaml^fZiui 
wliatiever Laws thefe enad: and agree on tog^c- 
ihw/ iwu/^ \x fuhmitted to as t\vi k^'iX ^^S>3^ c^'l 



our Coriflitutioti. I cannot but think (^as I have 
faid before) that the Protedant Diflenters, 
to a very inconfiderablc Number, are vigorous 
Friends to this ConAitution, altho' they may 
wilh that the Powers confUtuted, wou'd repeal- 
fome Laws which they are difpleas'd with, or 
enac^ others which wou'd be more agreeable 
to. them ; But of thefe, neither they or any 
Subjedl are Judges : The Legiflators alone, 
have the Power of doing any uiing tliis Way. 
For my Part, I think our Conftitution a glori-. 
ous One, and the Laws built upon it very rea- 
fonable and ufefiiL Whatever the Legiflators cn- 
ad:, I will obey for Confcience fake j knowing 
this to be certainly true, that all Humane Af- 
fairs fo fludluate and change, that there never 
will be eitlier a Conftitution, or any Laws de- 
vis'd under its Influence, fb perfed: in them* 
felvcs, or fo adapted to the Genius and Tafte 
of any One Period of Time, as to be fecurc 
from Diflike or Abufe. This being premis'd, 
I hope it may at length be roundly aflirm'd, 
that our Proteftant Diflentcrs hold no Opinions 
deftrudtive of, or tending to undo our Confti- 
tution. Whereas Papifts hold and beheve eve- 
ry thing that ruincs and dcftroys it ; nay, hold 
the Neceffity of Abolifliing moft or all of our 
Laws, Sacred and Civil, which derive their 
Sandion from that Conftitution. They own 
themfelves ohlig d to obey an Hereditary Arbi- 
trary Prince, even tho' he fliou d confound all 
our JE/labJiflimcnt, Laws, Liberties, and Reli- 
gion i and they hold thcO^uiotK^^^^w^^ti 
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Power's having Authority oyer ciir Nation, 
our King, Laws and People not only, but that 
he is infalhble and can forgive Sins,, and there- 
fore they efteem thcmfeives obliged to beirea^ 
dy, whenever he fends them Command, (by. 
Murder, Fire,' Sword and War^ or by Metliods 
never fo inhumane and wicked, to alter or 
deftroy our Conftitutionj and " our Laws Re- 
ligious and Temporal- and to model them 
and the Nation according to his fole Dired:ion> 
and Will. A Tryal of which, in One Inftancc," 
is now fct on Foot in France *. To conclude, 
I don't know any One Man in England^ whcr 
woudn t alter many Laws in Being, were it 
in his Power, tho' he may like the Conftitiiti- 
on very well, and tho' he' prays that no other. 
may ever obtain. The Proteftant Diflentcrs I 
beheve cou'd name a great many of this Sort, 
the moft eflential of which^ I hope, and am 
(^humanly fpeaking> fure never will be alter 'd ;• 
but a Papift woud tear up fome particular 
Tilings, not only, but the whole Foundation of 
All that is Proteftant, Englijh^ and Free. To 
comd then to the Point in Hand j for my Part, 
confidering the Proteftant Diflcnters as a Body 
of Men, in this Kingdom, by all the Obferva- 
tions that I coud ever make of them, the pre- 
vious Queftion, ought to be given in the Ne- 
gative; for from the late happy Revolution (in 



♦The PopcV Bull Unigcnitusj iefltu^i-^f of the Liberties q( 
the Gallican Church: n^bly opposed by mar\^ ^.\t\aHi and \tv^«"<t\- 
^0r C/irpy. Cod cncrcalc this Spim. - - - • • 
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1 688) to this- very Day, I fiiiil them ever fide- 
ing with, and abetting the prefent Conftitution 
whenever it thus came to be attacked by the 
common Enemy ; and claiming only an Allow* 
ance and Toleration under that Conftitution as 
a peaceable Peoplci . differing in fome Particu^' 
lars of ChurchrGovernment, but content to en- 
joy thofe Opinions, and ferve God according 
to. them in Qirietnefs, and Eafe ; without Let 
CO themfelves, or Moleftation to others. This 
I take to be the Cafe of our Proteftant Diflen- 
ters in General, whatever warm or virulent Ex- 
preffions fome particular Men amongft them 
have made ufe on, againft the EngUJh Efta- 
blifliment of Church and State j and as I afliire 
them I am no Friend to their Separation^ but 
think they ought immediately to come in and 
communicate with us, fo I wou d have all the 
reft of Mankind know, that I' have no Intereft 
ot Defign to ferve, in doing them Juftice, by 
fpeaking thus farely about them in every thing 
clfe.: For I own that I cou d never fee them de- 
ligriing or defirouift to take or grafp the whole 
Government into their own Hands, and I am 
fure they are not able to fuftain it, were it put 
into their Power. Nay, 1 am farthfe very well 
perfuaded, that were tlt^y not exafperated, 
and made more confideraljle by Oppofition 
than really they are in themfelves, (like a Tor- 
rent that is damm'd up, which othcrways wou d 
run in its Natural Courfe, wfthout Impctuofity 
or Noifey) I am fure wou'd our eftablifti'd Cler- 
£}^ and other Conformifts, cvtYvfct vfe ^w mticc 



Silence towards them, or elfe treat them with 
kind Invitations and tender Expoftulations, (£fc. 
wou'd they but leave them perfedly to their 
own Reafonings, we Ihou'd fee that they cou d 
not fupport themiclvcs for ever, on the bare 
Strength of tlieir own Caufe, no! theyM dwin- 
die at laft into Icfler and leflcr Numbers, till 
the very Nam^ of a Diflentcr were quite loft 
in a long Trad: of Time. Experience allows 
this to be a known Truth, fnicc the Repeal of 
fome Penal Laws made ag^inil them ; and Rea^ 
Ion confehts ftrongly to the Confirmation of 
it. For 'tis certain that Contradidion and hard 
Ufage, give Life and Nervi^s tO many Senti- 
ments, which otherwaysw^'d. either lie dor- 
mant, or elfe entirely. :di^.'? way. There is a 
great deal in being thought Somebody : Obfli- 
nacy is ever uppermoft in an Argument, and 
Men will never engage with you, pr be 
brought to hear you with any kind Difpofi- 
tion, when they are fure beforehand to be 
branded either for Fools or Knaves. Com- 
pl^ifance and good Nature, may win and induce 
them to enter the Lifts, but Railing, Satyrifing, 
nay, * Damning, will never either perfwaoci 
them to come over at firft, or continue them 
in your Opinion afterwards j and I wifti with 
all my Soul, that every Diflenter in the King- 
dom, were apprized that no One Pulpit wou d 



* Dr. SachcvcrcHV Sermon {nfnoHgft the rejl) . on the sth of 
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ever hereafter be employ 'd (as hitherto many' 
have l^en) againft them j but that Chrift, and 
him Chicified, /. e. fomc prad:ical Difcourfcs, 
ihou'd only be deliver d to the People ; and if 
they or their Caufe happen d to be mention d, it 
fhoudbe in the Language of Good Nature and 
Invitation alone, to attend an unblameable Ser- 
vice, and to hear a charitable brotherly Difcourle. 
Certain I am, that fuch a Compromife, is Chri^ 
flian and Honourable, and that fuch a Centre 
of Union as this, is the only one' that can be of 
any prefent Ufe' j till ' God, out of his iflfinite 
Mercy, by fome extraordinary Means, makeis 
us of one Faith and ones Worftiip ; wliich I ear- 
neftly pray may be our Fate here in thefe King^ 
doms, long before the End and Confummation of 
all Things. 

SficT. m. 

A Secondary Quiftion about Dijfenters. 

AS to the latter Queftions, Whether whetj 
■^^ the Church of England flouriflies, under 
«11 its Proprieties and Particularities ; and the 
Civil State is free from any Apprehcnfioh of 
being difturb'd or overturned. Men, who will 
mot in every Particular, conform to the firfl:, 
ihou d too indulgently be brought in to Ihare 
the Honours and Emoluments of the latter, 
whilft others may be found who are more ca- 
pable of fuch Employments, by giving a total 
Poof of their fincere Conformity to all the pre- 
fent Laws whatever in Being ? 



It is plain firom Reafon and Nature, and I 
am fure there is nothing reveal'd to the con-; 
trary, that no Body ought to be laid under a 
legad Incapacity of filling Offices of Truft in 
the Kingdom, where they were born and bred, 
becaufe they differ from fome eftablijhed No- 
tions of ReUgion in that Country. Opinions 
of Religion in themfelves, having nothing tq 
-do with Affairs of State, and Things of a Ci-r 
vil Nature. And this is fo true, that where 
Religion and Intereft don t go together, they 
will never fee any Conteft of this fort : Take 
away the Salaries and Revenues annex'd to 
thefe Places, and your Highcft-Churchmen and 
Excluders of others, will let the State run its 
Rifque, and permit Diflenters, Turk or Jem^or any 
Body elfe to labour at die Publick Offices and 
Pofls of the Nation. What I advance as true 
firom Nature, Reafon and common Juftice, has 
ever been true, in Fad ; but it being a tedious 
Task to go thro' the Examples of almoft all 
Nations, and to lay before you their Pradtice 
in this Matter ; I refer my Reader to a Book, 
written induftrioufly on this Subjed, wherein 
what I advance is demonftrated to the meaneft 
Underftanding beyond the Power of Gontra- 
dicftion *. However that I may not part with 
this Qucftion too eafdy, let us bring the Cafe 



* The Difll-nrer's Claim of Right to a Capacitv for Civil 
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Home to our own Perfons ; let us Tuppofe our 
felves born Proteftants in Franee^ and as much 
Frenchmen in Intereft, Fortune, &c* as 6nc wiio 
never removed Ten Miles from Lyons or B/ais. 
Upon this Suppofition we are to be very fond 
of the French Conftitution, are honeft Men 
likewife, and. perfonally fitted for many Places 
of pubhck Truft in that Kingdom j we - live 
quietly and are Loyal, pay our Taxes, pray 
for the King, and fight againft every Nation 
wliich are Enemies to France. Would it not be 
hard that we, or any fuch-like Men fliould be 
excluded from fer\^ing their Country, purely 
becaufe we don't believe Tranfubftantiation, or 
cant in Confcience admit of the Pope's Confti- 
tution Unigenitm ? I can't fee that any Man 
can anfwer in the Negative. And this is the 
cxad: Cafe of Proteftant Diflenters here ; - only 
with this Difference, that the Advantage of the 
Similitude is on their Side ; for they don t dif- 
fer fo widely from the EftabliftiM Church of 
Emlandj as the Hngonots do firom that of France. 
If die Objection recurs here, that fuch Perfons^ 
by being admitted into thelc Places, will in time 
grow upon us, and at laft endanger our Church 
Government, and feme other publick Eftablifti- 
ment which they don t like. To this I have 
anfwer d already, that, by what Reafoning and 
Obfervation I am able to make ufe of, I can- 
not find that the Proteftant Diflenters wou'd de- 
fire an Alteration in our Conftitution, i. ^ 
wou d defire to be govern d by any other Form 
than Kingj Lords, ^^d ComtuoiA% •> Vjut that 
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they Ihould wifh that this Power, jvou'd enad: 
ibme pew, and repeal fome old Laws for their 
fake } this is no Wonder if they imagine either 
one or the other wou'd tend to their Advantage. 
Now, as it is not to be believ'd that it will 
ever be in their Power, were it in their Will to 
alter the whole Legiflature, fo neither is there 
:any Giimpfe or Appearance 43f there ever being: 
fiich Pcrfons employ d in the Legiflamre, who* 
will open the Gap fo wide,, as to let Diflentcrs 
into fuch Countenance and Power, as to endan- 
ger any of the prefent Laws which fupport our 
Eflabliihment. * ^ 

No one will affirhi that our Laws, in regard 
to thefe Things, are entirely perfcd and com- 
pleat; nay, *tis without queftion that many 
Things will bear an Alteratipn, and that it were 
better to omit and abrogate many others. But 
thefe Things mull be left to the Wifdoni of the 
"Nation. In the mean Time we may fully con^ 
elude, that all Things are fafe and (table ; and 
that Monarchy and « Epifcopacy will ftill con^ 
tiftue in their flourifliing Condition amongd us, 
aldio' fome circumftantial Alterations were 
made in any thing elfe. 

- But, fuppofing this Qbjedion cou'd pofTibly 
take Place, and Diflcntcrs ihou'd make the ima^ 
gin d ufe of the Liberty contended for ; Is there 
not a whole Legiflature ready to animadvert up- 
on them ? For I fuppofe thele Attacks to be gra- 
dual, like other Affairs of the fame Nature; Can't 
the Princfc in being difplace the Heads of fuch a 
Fad-ion, and won't he, fmcc oi\\^innVCc\\^ \s\5;^ 
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fell with them ? Is it not in the Power of the 
Clergy or Judges to Remonftrate j nay> will 
not the Multitudes, /. e. Societies aad Corpora-: 
tions, Petition to have thefeMen removd,^ Up- 
on the whole, thus the Cafe Aands. Reaibn 
pleads their Capacity to^ lerve. their Country ; 
afid Contingencies, Things of a cafual Nature^ 
%tid which may never happen, and which will 
et^ hurt fhemielves whenever they attempt 
them ; thefe are the only Objedions produc d 
to the contrary. 

It may not be improper on tliis Subjed:, to 
intimate, that it is too great an Affiront put on 
the Executive Power inEngldndy (as well as c#n- 
tradidory to the genetral Liberty of the Sub- 
jeds of thefe Nations^ not to fufier chem to 
make Choice of Perfons who are to execute 
under them. If the King for the Time be- 
ing is entrufted with the Executive Part of 
the Laws, it is at his Minifters always, at hi$ 
own Peril frequently, if they be not executed 
aiccording to Law. Contradidory therefore is 
It to give him this Extendve Power firil, atid 
to make him accountable on extraordinary 
Occafions for it ; nay, to give him an Oath at 
his Coronation for the due and legal Pefor- 
mance of it, and yet to prefcribe to him by 
Law, what fort of Men he ihall or fliall not 
employ, in the Executive Office ; and you may 
as well prefcribe black or fair, * as tie him down 
to thofe who think this Way or that in holy 
Tilings^ to point out Men who go to a Church 
or a Meeting. 'Tis witliout dit^\)it^^ tWt eve* 
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ry Prince in every Nation, will choofe Men of 
his own Complexion, and fuiced to liis Inclina* 
tions and Intcrefts ; and I can t but fay, that I 
fhou d prefer a Churchman ("equally qualified^ 
to a Diflenter^ did I hold the Reifns in ail Eng- 
lijh Miniflry. But this has nothing to do widi 
the Argument ; and as we are fafe from Poptfh 
Kings, lb we are (Ihopc^ itQm Mintftdrs. of 
Stare,, who favour that Intereflj a!ixl therefore I 
am liire it isno Compliment to our prcfeht wife* 
vertuous and Prqteftant Monarch to put it out 
of his Power to employ whomlie pleafes for the 
Godd of the PubHck, efpecially on Preten!^ 
of Religious Principles, fince we are fure he 
won't employ any Papift. 

Having now, as I think, remov'd the Inca- 
pacity from a Diflenter, and left a Protcftant 
"Prince at Liberty to difpenfe.. the Favours of 
the Crown to. Perfons moft able ^ild willing tp 
lerve the Piiblick, whatever, their Opinions b^ 
about external Communion, (^c. in Religir 
on ; I come to the laft Queflion of all. Whe- 
ther Proteftant Diflenters Hiou'd be employed 
in Time of common Danger ? I own, I won- 
der it fhou'd be a Queftion, or elfe not decided 
for em at firfl: Appearance of it.; that being to 
ask a Man whether he flwu d fuffer another 
to help and fave him or not ? .But fo ftupid^ 
not long fince fto fay no worfe of it} have been 
many Britijh oubjedts, as to give it againfl: 
themfelves j Ibme Men chufing rather to ven- 
ture the worft Confequences of the Pretender s 
Invafion, than remove ^a Itvca^^dvj \q\s\s5cs 
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the/ Pfotcllarit DiiTenters lay under, whcrthy 
their. Force wou d have been . added to the ho- 
ned Part of the Conforming: Churchmen, in or- 
der to- defeat all the Attempts of the Impofton 
Men 1 who, when the Queftion was. Whether 
they wou d^ arm a Third Power in defence of 
eheir Lives arid Liberties, to defeat a Sefcond 
which made its mpft vigojrous Attacks upon 
them ? Men ! having liv a in our Days, who 
decided in their own disfavour. . 

• ■ » 

' . Sect. IV. 

Anfwering the laft Argument for the Danger of the 
Church'^ the Encouragement of Latitudinari- 
ans, ^c. 

A Third Realbn Ipread amongfl: the People 
■^^ to fupport and account for the publick 
Voice of the Churches Danger fwhich has been 
partly fpoken to already in tne Treatment of 
the Firrf) was, That thie Minifters of State at 
that Time*, countenanced all forts of Libertines 
in Opinion, even f Free-Thinkers and Atheiflsy 
&c. and that this Set of Men publickly avow- 
ing their Caufe, and declaring themfelves of 
their Principles and Party, gave a great Stroke 
towards the DownfiiU of Rehgion and the 
Church. I have already mention d the mighty 
Boaft that was made of this Part of the Argu- 
ment i wliich, how infignificant foe vet it be in 

♦ Wbig-Minifters for th frft fix Years of ^etn Atmc^s 
Reign, 
f A IVord §f an bonefl and valuable Signifeatien^ but in 
^/e ia ffgftefe /nfdeli^jy 8cc. .. 
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kiel^ and falfe in Fac^; yet I cannot but tiiink 
k worth ythik to give fome account of it in this 
jWace. 

As j|t is natural for all Men to endeavour to 
become cafy and pleas'd, fo it is as natural: to 
Attach themfelves^ and to fall in with tlic Re- 
gulations and Meafures of thofe Perlbns who 
are likQUeft to pleafe them, and make them ealy, 
and who go upon Schemes, either exad:ly pa- 
rallel, <xr clie in a great meafure proportioned 
and agreeable to fuch as they propofe to profe^ 
cute in the Conduct of their own Lives. The 
two * Parties in England^ which I have men- 
tioned before, did not entirely divide die whole 
Number, of Englifhmen^ for there were feveral 
Sttbdivifions and Se<9:s of Men, who diftincSiy 
'li(le4 theftifelves into the general Service of 
Whig and Tory^ as they found their own parti^ 
cular Sentiments . to approach nigh, oj: njee'c 
favour and Countenance from either of thefe 
Principles. 

Thus Liberty^ Tolercyiion, and fudi-Iike 
Words, being what the Lm^Varty^ or Whigi 
of the Church of England, fet up^ for % all 
Pretefiant Dijjinters^ nay, Latitudinat^iaitskk all 
Kinds, and every Perfon whp advanced Fijeedom 
of Thought, and that Dominion whicJicMefi 
ought to have over their oWn Faith and Qon- 
Iciences, thefe Men piqu'd themfclves as Friijnds 
to the If^higSy aiid auum'd that AppelUtlm as 
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their Due, tho' (iniKs full and genuine Accep- 
tation} they had no more Claim to it^ than the 
Shadow has to be the Sun, becaufe it follows it> 
and has a very imperfed: Relation untx> "it. 

The High-Party of the Church oi England or 
Teries^ on the other Hand advancing the Power 
of the Church and the Prince to ah unwarranta- 
ble, illegal Degree,, were lov'd and favour'd by too 
many of the Rigid Clergy, (N(Wsp;V<?ri'cfpecially) 
by Jacobites J Papifls^ and every Friend of Slave- 
ry ztifii Rome, ^fow,fo^ Explication-fake, put- 
ting the Cafe that the Words Whig and Tory 
make up the full Idea of the two principal con- 
tending Parties in Englandj and that they differ 
only in regard to the liigh or low Terms and 
Circumftances relating to the Power and Title 
of the Church and Kings of England^ then the 
Queftion is, (fmce there are many other Par- 
ties and Seds of Men in thcle Realms, higher 
or lower in refpe(9: of thefe two} of which Exr 
treme we have been, are, or may be in 4anger ? 
viz. from Proteftant f)ijfeHterSj RepuhlicdnSy and 
Latitudinariansj &c. or from Papifts^ JacobiteSj 
and all the Advancers of abfblute unlimited Au- 
thoility, on a lineal unalienable Right of Sue- 
ceflioii both in Church and State ? The late Re- 
bellMiif I think, has determined this^ Queftion 
fufliciently ; and I am fure, good Realbn and 
hotteft Obfervation cannot fail to do it. 

The Abettors of Popery ^ Tyranny and Jacohi- 

tifm claim their Right, from the Conftitution 

oF£ffglafgdy and the common Right of Kings by 

the Law3 of Nature and 'Nmotvs \ wvjs ^^^^ 
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blafpheme and go farther, and call for it firom 
the Law of God. A Claim ftrong enough in- 
deed ! Tlus Caufc is carried on by a Majority 
(1 am forry IP fay it) of two Thirds clirough 
cliis Nation : It has all die Efforts of united 
Pppcry to fuftain it from Abroad, and many 
Tntefiants fto their Shame be it fpoken} at 
Home. It nas been ftruggled for tliefe two: 
Hundred Years, and in its Defence Gommoti-: 
ons and Rjcbelhons have been rais'd ; Sword 
9nd Devaftatipn have ravaged and clearM its^ 
Way ; -and Plotting, Aflaffination>, Murder, 
have been in ufe, in common ufe, to encou.- 
cage and Inaintain it. 

On the: other fide, Anarchy, Republicanifm, 
Diflencing, Levelhng, Libertiniim, , (^c* pre- 
tend by no Claim, to be inflituted here ; I know 
of no Attempt in the Memory of this Genera- 
tion to overturn the preient Eftablifhrneitf:, and 
to introduce tliefe Things in its Place. I am 
fure, w6re there fuch a Defign now broacliing, 
and never fo well laid, the Subjects of Et^land 
who are : this Way difpos d, are fo very few and 
inconfiderable in r^fped: of their Adyerfaries, 
that they might as well endeavour to tranfplant 
the Gardens of f^erfail/es to the Hundreds of 
Effex ; and I hope (and do not doubt but} tliis 
will be their Cafe to endlefs Ages ; and, laft- 
Jy, that ?tty foreign Power is either abj6 or dif- 
pos'd to contribute to fuclva Work, or has, or 
will be, I dare fay there is no one Man upon 
Earth has Face enough to affirm. No fuch Af- 
fiftance wa$ given when AtwxcVcj ^*^% ^wl^'v^csk-- 
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cfefsful- for a while, and it is evident by the 
Trartfac^ions of thofc ^ Times, how uttfit, and 
unable the Men I am now fpeaking ' of, are 
to govei^n the Kingdom by their ^vn Power, br 
Principles ; nay, let us but confider the^Nuni- 
ber, Intereft, Power, and Education of theprci 
ftnt •Royal-Familyi, let us behold the Vaccp. 
Root that our Legal Gonftitutidn Has taket) 
for many Years to|[€ther, and wc ihall fiii4 
this Schqme to be feandalous- aftd falfe ; tc^ 
be as chihierical as to make the tefideteft Eaftert) 
Plant grow- in the barreneft Part of the High- 
lands of Scotland. 

But ! p9- Matter. The Turn was to bie ferv'd, 
liothiitig cmi'd do it but the fuppos'd Danger of 
the Church, and nothing cou d put the Church 
in Danger, but the groundlefs Sufpicion 6f the 
Attempts of fome Men, who thought they gain'd 
a mighty Point in being only tolerated j and of 
a few others, who, when they had flanted with f 
little Wit and Impiety, were in no Pain whe- 
ther this or any other Scheme fucceeded or not j 
whereas the conftant Outcry againft Diflenters, 
and the hard Struggles to difpirit, oppreis and 
difarm them, and every Man that cried out for 
Liberty and Proteftanrifm, was carried on foe 
a quite different Reafon from this which wa$ 
pretended, viz. that they might not be able to 
aflift the IVTsigs when the laft Pufh fhou'd be gi- 
ven in favour of the Pretender j to which only 
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End every tiling pointed, and was calculated^ a 
Peace made * that was the. Scandai and Ruin of 
pf die Nation; the Army either disbanded, or 
tfeformU to the IncUnations of the veiy^i Pretend 
der ; the Fleet kid up^; t^ publi^ Stores of 
War exhaufted ; in fliort, every thing but Pro- 
vidence difpos'd to bring the ImpQJtw^c^ 
in upon us. When I have added o^e 
Qiore, I will have done with this, .Sulsjec^ 
which is, That our prefeat Pr^tend^ and all 
pur mod* immediate Lineal anU^^^d^^Y 
Princes being Papiflsy our real Danger muft 
ever come from theiA and their Priehds ; ,an4 
fiherefore wliild common SencQ is le& amongfi; 
Me% Ave ought to.f^nclude, that the fetting 
$>me Papift on pjir l^hronc, is the onlyOe- 
figntiheiie People ^n entertain |$. and. that (for 
certain) jthey will make ufe oflTpn Thpufaryi 
Artjfif^ and FalAaes,! and« everything elie 
whiq^ can cot^^biute to brijig .this denrablc 
Thipg^tppafs.: 



.'! !'■ r.^ 
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l^^b^ ifa)^c^ fo'mu.cli' Pains to fljew tW 
!FdUacyHpf oW Enefm^ and the Iii-^ 

• jurife' they have Tared on the great-^ 
eft Patt (^Ae^Nifion, by abufing Things C<>f 
liijghefl: Extfileiice in their o\X^n Nature) co the 
\\wftofl>i^^ ue. b^ijnplofmg firft their 

i^li erroiteptis ' Models of a Church and State^ 
upon JEndiJh SUbjeds, as the genuine Gonftt- 
tetion. ofthcii: Country, and then by alarming 
the Nation with the Danget' bf them j alcho* int 
'J^hith 'th^fe'-$yfl:bms had riothipg that is Ettgiip 
in , them j ! ahd thofe, which truly were fo, wtre 
in Danget only from thcirtfelves : I hdpe' it 
wont now be thought unworthy of the Rea- 
ders Care and Time, to have a Specimen laid 
before him of our real .Confticution, that he 
may the better fee the true Nature of thefc 
Impoftor-Principles which were deftgnd to be 
put upon us in its ftead j and that the ill Con- 
sequences of them may appear, which had 
been intended, and which were, in ^ g^eac 
Mcafure, brought into Pra(3:fce. 
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Our Duty to G o p and the K i'j^G un- 
embafaft^d and plain. ' 

m * f J 
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VXTE have of late Years J^een infinitely pei^^ 
^"^ plexd and difturb'd by- Difputes' and 
Quarrels about thefc Matters V and 'the Reai 
fbn is, becaufe die only Things ' regijird t6 a 
right underftanding of. them, wtfre neVer &apli^ 
ed to and made uftf ofj i;/z. The removing rae- 
judlces, laying afidclntereft and PatTion, ^. 
Md having rccourfe to ncithirig bat Honefty 
and Common Senfe in the Difquifition of them'* 
foty I cannot tliink that the publick T*enure 
and State of TWhgs here, are, in themfelyes^fo 
melancholy and unfortunate as not to be in^ 
telligible, altho* they are become tjjeiieirel^ 
fary Gbjeds of our daily Confidsration and 
■Pra^ice. ^'* ^ •' :" 

We may raife Doubts and Scruples, and dif- 
pute upon them as long as we pleafe, in Mat- 
ters of Faith and Religious I3uty, but m^ 
thing is furer than that the Chriftian Rbad 
to Heaven and Happincfs is moft plainly 
mark'd out to every Man of common Senfe 
'and Reafoning, and that the Embarraflmenfs 
and Stops which arc met witlt, farealUofout 
own creating ; for, the whole Will of God con- 
cerning our Salvation, without any doubt, is 
legibly to be leen and met with in the written 
Word, which he has communicated to v3.^\ 
wherein J if we find our IcVvcs ^tv^^^^^-i Vcv"^-^^- 
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fages fonietimes hard to be underftood, or edl-^ 
tirely abftrufe and hidden from us, We can in 
Reafon conclude nothing but that they arc not 
defign d for our particulac Ufc^ and that it is 
not our Duty to rack pur Imagination, or tor- 
ment our Confcieq(:e about them, 
:..'. Thus aifp in regard to the Laws, and Civil 
iState of ^/rg/W, we may write and read till wc 
lire weary ; honeft Men may diftracS them^ 
Ictl^s, and Knaves maydiflrai^ others, with 
neN^lefs X^arrels and long-fpun . Arguments ; 
but 'tis plain that Liberty and Protefiantifm 
are the Foundation of our ConfUtution andGo^ 
vernment ; and therefore, all that an EngliO>r. 
man has to do on this Subjed: is, to remember 
that he ought to encourage and defend what- 
ever ftrengthens and fupports thefe two Affairs, 
^d to diicourage and deftroy whatever tends 
Jdo deface or aboliih them ; notwitliftandiqg any 
pretended Principle, Ufage or Right to the con- 
trary. Here's the Criterion ; aid if w^ apply 
to this about Mens Ways and Adiioiis,, Hypo- 
crify will no longer be ^ Defence for any of 
our various Enemies ; and plain Sence, uppa 
any particular Examination, will tell us, dick 
{jr manner qf Dealing can t poflibly favour either 
Uhcrty or Frotcfiantifm^ and therefore tliis Man 
is no Friend to our Bnglijh Con(litution« 
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S E C T. It. 

The f^righai cf (jovernment in genefdL 

^T" O begin. The Happitiefs and i^aeionil 
-*■ Liberty of Mankind being* the Original 
Intention f>f that kind Creator who macte us^ 
and gaveiti9 our Being,- it^ cannot be irtiagirfd 
that He defigh'd any Iriftitution to take pkctf 
which intirfer'd with thefe Things, or irifriiig d 
ip the leaft on rihte' glorious Nature and Rrivi- 
ledge of tliem ,- nor can there be a greater 
Wonder than that Men ihoiild be found, who 
cou'd contrive or coftfent to any Methods of 
Life, Religious Of Civil, which ungeneroufly 
betray and give up thefe Native Bleiiings. 
- Amidftthe many different Forms of Civil Go- 
vernment, as well as Religious Societies in the 
various Kingdoms of the Earth;fhofe oi England 
juftly challenge the neareft Accefllori to this dri- 
ginal r at hnal Liberty ^\vh\c\iGo^diViA Nature have 
ilioft ftrongly imprinted inhftman Minds, astheir 
unalienable Propefty and Inheritance ; which 
tho' it be every Man's own, yet being na-^ 
tbrally pointed out to him as fit to be transfer- 
red in Tru(^ to lome Community which fhou d 
determine and fettle Circumftances relating to 
ft, and wherein this particular Right Ihou d be 
preferv'd and feen, in a general Spirit, and pub- 
lick Oeconomy and Difpofition of Things, as 
the moft certain Way to preferve it fecure and 
caly ; it is a greater Wonder ftill, that, where. 
tlie fecnreft and eafiefi Way is d^mo^fe-^fc^ 
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clifcovcr d and eftablifh'd, Men nevcrtlielefs can 
tbere be found fo fickle, lb deluded and wicked, 
as to embarrals thcmfclves and their Neighbours 
with Attempts in Favour of any other j and 
this is . notorioufly: :the Tate of injur d EnglanJ; 
The reftlefs Spiric.of :a bigotred and infatuated 
Party ftiJU-ftruggling to reduce, both to a Religi- \ 
ous and Civil Slavery,: that general original^ ra* 
tional Liberty of Mankind, which is Vifiblypte^-. 
fqrv'd- f o every particular Native of thcfe Lands : 
preferv'd in a Body of the wholfomeft Laws^ : 
made by their own Gonfent ; wherein (Mkc - 
T'latQS Ideas) the <7^m of Libercy is beheld 
abftra(3:ed from that Portion of it, wliith cvc* 
ry fingle Subjedt poflefles towards confiimting 
the whole : and, prefcrv'd in the Settlement of a: 
National Church on die Foundation of the Bi- 
ble of Jefus Chrifl, that Birth-right of every iti"' 
dividual Believer; hotwithflanding that the lat-* 
tcr is rapft wickedly, engrofs'd by a particular- 
Set of M^n in the Church of Rome i and not* 
with (landing the Difgrace that too many Sons of 
the Church of England ^\^t\x^on their innocent* 
Moclier, by falfly {training a ^eat Number of 
her Dodrines to that monflxpus Height and' 
unchriilian Lengthy which we daily ("in Appear- 
ance) declaim againfl, in Her^ who is the Abomi- 
nation of all the Chriftian Earth : Judaifing thus 
on Chriftianity: bringing Popery into Eng- 
land. 

There is no Controveriy fo idle and end»; 

kfs, as that about the Original of Govern- 

jvcnc. They who hold one only lorr^ and 
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ihat of Divine Appointment and Inftitbtfoit, 
commencing from the Firft Man ; and \^'lio 
woud continue the fame abfolute and Unalie- 
nable to one Man, in one Family, an impomble 
ami fen&leis Rejvery 1 paramount and ^liifive 
of governing in any other Way j He, to be borii 
a Lord and King, and the reft of Mankind Sub- 
]c6tSy nay Slaves ; this has been long fmce juft- 
ly exploded with Indignation and Contempt, 
being a thing plainly felfe irt Fad, and ridicu- 
louSi nay monftrous in k felf ; for it is as pldin 
as at»y mathematical Proppfition, that mere 
accidental Circumftances and Thingsi ..unfore- 
iecn^ unthought on> and the different .lEjcigenr 
ipics of Tirpg, have given Birth to the Inftitiir 
tipns of the feveral Kingdoms and Principali- 
ties of the Earth J every Form whereof,; no 
doubt, is Jas Divine as. any pther ; Government 
jin general being the Will and Defigo of God 
dnd Nature, but whichy amidfl an univerfal 
JFlud:uation of human Afiairs can't alone claim 
a fettled and unalterable Uniformity ; no ! the 
contrary has ever been in ufe. When God 
chofe, it was one Man indeed, but that Choice 
confounds our Defenders of Unlimited Power 
and Unalienable Right ; for his iirft King, and 
all this King^s Succeflbrs were Hmited * 400 
Years before that firft was prown d ; and their 
t pcrfonal Qii^lifications leem to be the only 
Reafons of their being chofen at lafl. JUid as. to 
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the Acquirement of the Power of Governing in 
other Nations Cbcfides the Jews^ I have ihewn 
that, uncertainly and varioufly Men procured 
jt : by Strength, by Stratagem ; nay, by mere 
Chance : an^ one might add, by violent often 
and barbarous Methods, Thus in General 

Sect. III. 
. The Original of cur Englifii Gtrvernment. 

AS to thofe who raife our Englijh Kings 
from a Seed of God's own immediate 
planting, who Imng them diredtly down from 
Heaven, and furround them with unapproach* 
able Diftance and Glory, and with unalien- 
able Right and Title, and Power unHmited ; I 
WDu d have thefe Men read our Englijh Hifto- 
ry, and they will find die Original of our par- 
ticular Government alfo to be entirely various 
and unknown, and to have been owing at firft 
to the little fuccefsful Skirmiihes of petty Princes, 
till from being divided into feveral Kingdoms, 
("made up of feveral Nations) all England fell 
into the Power of one Saxon King ; whofe Suc^ 
ceflbrs loll and recovered it again by Turns, til! 
at length a Norman^ by Strength of Arm fettled 
it in fuch a Divine Rights as (through feveral 
Variations from the Lineal Prince) obtains at 
preicnt, under the happy SanAion of a mix'd 
Government : the bcft of Kings fand a Prot€f- 
ilant) being fcatcdon the Throne. The Clergy 
^nd Laity (^Xoblcs elpccially^ under the Saxon 

Government wcrQ aflfembkd to^o^^A^t \o ^&s>fe 
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the King on extraordinary Occafions. The 
Conqueror certainly acSted thus' ; in whofe Tj^imc 
Petitions and Remonftrances were frequent^ 
from the People to the King j elpecially upon 
his endeavouring to eftablilh French Laws and 
Cuftoms here : i&ut both before and after him; 
our Princes govem'd by Methods very Parlia- 
mentary ; there were plain Gontradts betwefin 
King and People^ and a Coronation-Oath wa^ 
ever oblerv d ;: thus, by degrees, to the Reigni 
of Henry the Firji^ in whofe Time * Parliaments 
began to refcmble what they are now, an4 
thence to our ptefent Days, Experience of many 
Hinds have almofl taught us what it is tobq 
^ngli/bmenf. Woeful have h«en the Expert^ 
ments ; the Revolutions and Cbjanges, remark-- 
able ; and {Iraqge and various^ine Events ; but 
all happily ending in a Prqtelti^^t Succe(iion^ s| 
inoderate Reign, and a QymerourRoyal FamUy^ 



t 

* Frem the Year iiii^, /^ iijj* 

f. Parficuisriy /fe Struggles in King Charles the IId'» 
T^ime for the Bill of Exclujiony &c. The refijking King Janaos 
the lid, and bringing that Revolution to fajs. The Trial of 
pr.Sachcvcrel, and the ofpojtng tht late Queen sMin{flij durii^g 
}fer lajl 4 Years* ■ 
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^HHi^'fltnvft Udtions of a KHf^sJrileamfPaivet' 

' favpi^ the PretcndQt. 
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'HP Will be no ^ecret to Jet the World fcnbv^ 
"*• th^t thts eiwlting of Unlimited Power*, 
and infifting oh Hereditary Right for our Ei^ 
iijh Kings, were the only Foufwation-wbereoii 
cou^d-be built a Profoedt evet to introduce the 
PSretehder, and that therefore Tapifls^ NonjMHrs^ 
Sihd other rigid facehites ply'd this Argument 
oyer and over, procur'd (befides numberlcl^ 
Pamphlets) a JBtook to be written in Folio in 
Vindication ofit ;:*the Author of whicJi mc^ 
rerparkably gc^ clear of his Trial in the late 
Reign, with lirile or no Puhiflimeht, altho* the 
Bobk be fwelf ir%ith Treafoil againft the whole 
C6tfffitutiotx<*6? j5w/flr»// ; but thus it was, and 
into a Thosifand Shapes were thefc Arguments 
tu)rn*d to ferve arid obtain the grand Deflgn. 
The only Wonder is,: how things fo injurious 
to ^Mankind in general, and fb foreign to the 
Bngli^h Conftituti0n in'patticiilajr ; nay, utter- 
ly deftrucStive of its Interefl and Happinefs, 
cou'd be fo eafily impos'd upon Englifhmen^ 

To fpeak the Truth, thefe Opinions have 
been long in Vogue amongft us, infomuch that 
many ancient Subj^s of this Kingdom, re- 
nown d both for Honcfty and Learning, have 
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iHiprf' warmly (tlio' unwarily} advandld'^tKe 
rtttth and Legality of chemj cfpccialhr Di- 
v:ncs> who Have made unlimited uncoiidkionaf 
Obpdienee to pur Monarchs,- as' ncceflary tor' 
Salvation, «^S Faftiv in pur Sdviour, and Re- 
pfcntance tb\<^ards God. Thde' Men toldtiii 
that the only Form of Gpveirrmient to be thee 
Witfrin Scripture is Regal; that, W;hcnevcr thi» 
Affkir is meirtibn d ih thofc holy Writings, 'tis 
cte^ hi the EShguage of Ktim; the King^ &c* 
Aat rfiey arc calFd the Lora s Anointed, and. 
that we are to ot>cy them on Pain of Damnadi- 
oiif,' as tliat P(?H?^ in ^^//sg.cxprc/ly mention if 
by Sr: Paul. This I have heard; and of this' 
you may ipect enough in Books printed oil tfcd 

Subjea* :; ' 

: But theft Men don't confidcr riiat this Word 
'King) is made ufe of in Scripture, as being the 
noft ufual' Form of Goverrimertt in the Eafi^ 
rttd therefore hereby arc meant and f^gnificd all 
brts and Fomis of Government, and Civil Poji-* 
Y whatever ; and it ought to be rcmcmber'd, 
feat if the contrary were true, they might as well 
xcltide Queens as Common- wcaldTS, (Sc. fronx 
jovcrning ; for this the literal Acceptation will 
lo. But this Affair is fo far otherways, that in 
indent Times Scripture ntcnrions Ducal Go- 
'errlments j and the Government of Cities, 
vhich was very uliial, (^every City being z 
kingdom of it felf and the Diftrids about it) 
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tUefe-were more like Common-wealths thatf 
Kingdoms of a Regal Sort : Befides, the Jevoijh 
Form was nothing Regal till Sauls Tune j I 
^on t think what Men call their * Theocrdvf 
reaches this Argiiment ; the -Jews defird a 
iS&g to Reign aver themy an4 to go out and. 
^gbi their Battles ; and we know they were 
govern d by Judges, by Prophets,, nay, al^o- 
phetefs : fo i^ncelefs are all the antique Argu^ 
iiients built blindly- on the Notion of a Khg^ 
4s the only Governour deftin d for Mankind 
By Almighty God- Further j who will aSum 
that in earlyTimes.no other Form of Govcra- 
ment prevail d J or that Kings were every where* 
jWblute ? We are well affur d tliat long enough- 
before our Saviour, Common-wealths made 
their Figures ia Greece^ Italy ^ znd othtt Parts 
of the Earth; and, that they do fo now,, and 
that they have done fo fmce, and at the very 
Time that he appear'd, is indifpiitably true }^ 
fo that wc muft conclude, that the Powers in 
heing which St. pjx^/ commands us to obey, not 
only for Wrath^ hut Confcience-fakey nay,..ii^- 
on Pain of Damnation^ were not the Kinglj 
Forms of Government alone, but all other Law- 
ful Rulers and Powers whatever. 

As ridiculous as the contrary is to Reafon 
and the Nature of Things, it kept its Ground in 
England mod fuccefsfiilly in feveral Reigns, 
and Icldom came to be canvafs'd or explained 
without thp Peril of the prefciit Monarch. For 
which Rcaion a very wife and prolperous 

* I^i'J::^ govern d bj G«rf. 



* Qieen of 'Englandi was temarkablc for nevcc 
fufferingene Argument, CQnccrning her Tide 
to. x\\t Crown, to be brought into agitation. 

In: King Charks the. firft s Time, the Tide 
ran in violence and madnefs on the Princes 
Side J and he, by Advice of his Qiieen arid Mi- 
nifterSy afluni'd, aiid the ' People refus'd 2 one 
iafifled, t other ftruggled, difobey d, nay re* 
keU'dy till at lad it ended in the mod melan^ 
choly, wicked and barbarous Murther of that 
fJKcellent Prince ; a Prince! in himfelf. endowed 
With many vertuous and , valuable Qjiahfica- 
tion9. 

•. Such, a Murther as this being the Exttehiity 
of popular Licentioufnefs, it foon turn'd the 
Abhorrency quite anothier Way, and the Power 
and Title of the King after this, grew fo great 
Favourites by degrees, that it tempted King 
"^ames the lid to try the Strength of the Argu- 
ment, when he law it had well nigh Univerfally 
obtain d. . But he too fell a Sacrifice ftho' no 
bloody one) to another Extreme, the inviola- 
ble Sacredncfs of an unalienable Title and un- 
limited Power in the Crown. 

Now, as it is certain that God Almighty has 
tied down no one Nation on the Earth, much 
Icfs all of them, to the Regal, or to any cer- 
tain Way of ruling arid adminillring Power, our? 
Countrymen have been jniftaken in this Affair, 
by imagining that Regal Power is only of Di- 
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vine Infticutioii ; and by not attending to thi^ 
Truth, that the Regal Poiver is not the Supreme 
Power in thefe Kingdoms; not the Power ik 
Being in England, as St, taul exprefies it : and 
therefore not that Power, DifobecUcnce to which 
Cftridly fpeaking) procures DamnattM^ No \ 
die Supreme Power^ the 1-egiflature or Gonfti- 
tution, call it which you pleafe, confifts of the 
King and Three States of the Realm, ' and 
thefe are to be obey d, as the whole £na<%-* 
ing Power, on Pain of Damnation j which, 
having placd the Executien of all L.aw^in the 
Pcrfon of the Prince, thofe Laws are the Rule 
and Meafure for him Co govern by, asr they are 
for us to obey, 

A moft ingenious, pious, and learned * Pre- 
late, whofe Works fliew him a Friend to Man* 
kind, as well as to the Rehgious and Civil 
Rights of his own Country, has fo folly pro- 
ved the f Unreafonablenefs and Madnefs of 
tying Nations down to the next immediate 
Heir in any one Royal Family, that liis Ad- 
vctfaries are almoft all come over to his Senti- 
ments in this Matter, and are ready to give up 
this long-contended for Stricilnefs of Succeffion; 
and no doubt but they do it with Pleafurc and 
vSurprizc, to think that a Thing, fo plain in it 
icif,' flioiild fo long have been kept hidden, and 
rclerved from them. For what other Refource 
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can Men poffibly apply to i\\ cafe of the Inca- 
pacity of a Pritice, who is fo unfortunate as 
to be born the next Heir, whilft he is unquaU- 
fied to fuftain t^e Weight and Dignity of a 
Crown ; but to lay him afide, and fet up the 
next qualified Perfon ? And what may more rca- 
Ibnably he often expeAed,than that Incapacities, 
in one kind or other, Ihould happen to the frail 
Sons of Humane. Flelh and Blood? Neither a 
long Dcfcent of Noble and Royal Anceftors, 
nor the Privilege of being wrapp'd ia early 
Purple, not any of the firft and bell; Privileges 
of Men, when lodgd in a Family, being able 
to fecure the Infant from faddeft Accidents, nor 
to give Security that the Touth flian c be vi- 
cious and debas'd, the Man both barbarous 
and favage j fo little fit to govern polite and 
. civiliz'd People, as to appear too untradable 
for the rudeil Inhabitants of a mountainous 
and wafte Country. As the Reafoning here 
i% tru€-, ip has Matter of Fad: born Wit- 
nefs. to. it; for all the World knows how 
Thrones have groand under Ibme monflrous 
Princes,, and how Subjects have tamely fuflferM 
thole cruel Things on this falfe Principle, the 
lighted Part whereof had never been their Fate, 
had they had Knowledge and Spirit enough 
to aflert their juft Liberty, to fet themfclvcs 
and their Country free. 

It is worth Obfervation, that, bcfides the u- 
fual unfortunate Cafualties of Mankind, to 
which Englijh Princes are fubjedt in common 
with thQ rcfl of the WotVA, ^xA tcc^w^^^^^^ 

1 % ^^^ 
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arc which unqiiahfy Men for the mcaned 
fices of current and domeflick Life, as well as 
the Burthen of a Crown, we of thefc King- 
doms are afflidted with PretQpders to our Go- 
vernment, the neceflary Confcquences of whole 
bare Opinions in Religion (abftraded from 
every other Confideration) unqualify them to 
make, or prefcrve us an happy or quiet People, 
and this as much, nav more than all other Dif- 
qualitications put together- They, by being 
Vapirts, being obliged to overturn our Laws, 
excirparc our Relibjion, deftroy our Property, 
and dcfiicc our Liberty. - I am fure any Man 
who is obliged to do thefc Things, is not fit 
for ours^ nor anv other Throne whatlbever: 
biic, as Papifts, thefc Men are bound by a re- 
lirjous Oath to do this, and therefore are ut- 
ter!y irtc:^pable to hold the Reins of Britijb' 
Gv^vorivnenr, rhouiih otherways never lb wcD 
i|vi.\sifk\l for ic, by Birth* Virtue, good L^nder- 
tl.i:ulii\r, J.nd c\\?ry thing elfe: and this is fo 
p!.^»in ?.:\i oat\ , ih,^ cvervotlier Notion on this 
v^i:hi;\'> nv,:ll K^ nv.^rc than unnaturaK mull be 
c'.Mxnri^l^: !nc!:co:2?. Nav, the conrrarv is 
rv^rhi-^: e:!> b.:: •.x^hticA- F^tslch. which as 
^:iV.x v!C*orvo> i^^ ?v cv^xxicc wsch lodigna- 
i:o.\ /:; tl^K v,?v.^h uarhirKir.iT ?.fcn have 

: . \.. ?v;.u: .vw ^:v vxi Gvxi. whv> ha> ^mprint- 
^x., ..... w. K's a Pc^rr of RiSiicinry and 
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ndcd Man fliou d think fit to: torture us with- 
if born to be our King ; this -Notion is as 
g^rorthy of the Goodnefs of ^Godj as to inia- 
ic he has, from and to all Eternity; unavoida- 
r deftin d Myriads of poor Souls to the 1»- 
cs and Torments of blafpheming and wkkfiH 
irits. Sad Rights Divine i and mod impiQUS 

I cruel Notions of the blefled Nature of God i 
) ! he too well knew what was in fifan^ nd- 
Tarily to fubjed: Numbers of them to the ^mM 

II of any One of them ; fmce, under their 
rfent Frame, they are capable of becoming 
iToid of Reafon, Juftice, nay Humanity ; and 
length of Time to become even Papijh^ As 
lib Things are inconceivable of God, fo ate 
:y contrary to all Reafon, and the Nature .of 
lings. Men certainly are born Lords of theui- 
ves, and arc free to defend Life and fuftain ic, 
er the jufteft iamd bed Methods they are able; 
i whenever tliey give the Right and Tide 
rich they have to themfelves, up to the Power 
another, it muft be for no other Reafon bnt 
• hopes of finding re more fatisfedrorily pro- 
vd, and dcriv'd to them in Societies and'Ai^ 
nations, than before. Men therefore furely 
11 give no more than what they naturally and 
ginally found thcmfelves poflets'd of, which 
ing aDefire and Endeavour to prcferve th^m- 
ves fafe and eafy, not to hurt others, or be 
irt by them ; He muft needs be miftaken who 
icies He gave, or cou'd give a Power to any 
an. Or Set of Men, to bind him in Chains^ to 
rk or torture him at liis ot x^mt V\s.*^*^>3x^- 
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A Man mud be inhuman to imagine it, and 
^neither underftand himfelf, or the Relatioa 
that one thing has to another* But, fuppofing 
any one Man cou d be found willing to givQ 
up the Right of himfclf to another to be us'd as 
barbarouffy as he pleas'd, whenever he was St 
the Humour to treat him thus ; furely he can- 
not make fuch a Bargain for the red of his Fel^ 
low-Creatures; 'Tis impoffible to affirm it ^ 
umd therefore the Argument is plain on our 
iide, who glorioufly oppofe Tyrants, and Kings 
of frantick and favage Minds, of cruel, unjul 
iaijd bloody Tempers ; in England we muft add 
'^Tatifts ; ndtwithftanding the Chicane of a few 
deluded EngUfhmen^ &c. who moft impibufly pre- 
tend to bring Arguments from Heaven to jufti* 
-fy Slavery or Banilhment, Poverty, and every 
.thing calamitous and evil, out of Complaifence 
and a Chimerical Notion of Obedience to Sur 
periors, unreftrain'd by any Terms or Coiidi^ 
dons whatever : contrary to Original Contra^s 
MOW exifting, contrary td Magna-Chartay A&% 
of Parliament, and many Ufages both before 
and in our own Times. * 
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C H A p. V. 

Of R £ L I G I O 1*. 

ERE I to accoiint for Trui^ RetigiM 
after the Maimer of Mythokgifisy or^ 
thofe who entertain tHerr Read^rSt; 
with the Beauties of Apologues or Fajbles, I 
\irb\id derive its Genealogy from fome kind 
JEofi or miniftring Spirit to the fiipremc God o( 
Heaven and Eatth : and from another Being 
\;^hich I woud call Humaneity^ or the good Ge- 
nius of Mankind^ /. e. a Being made up of all 
the difpers'd Vertues and Accomplidynents of 
human Minds : For true Religion is the only 
Medium^ whereby Heaven delcends, and is 
communicated to . Earth ; and whereby the 
Powers of human Souls rife far above the 
Boundaries of this our Globe, or the molt 
diftant Orbs, and reach the invifible Throne of 
riic Almighty God. I fay, whatever might 
be produced hy Invention on tliis Subjed:, we 
are aflur'd that fuch a Participation as this, 
whereby Things unfecn, and of the mofl: per- 
fed and exalted Nature, arc made the Ob- 
}tOis of our Vnderftandings, and the Joy andi 
Delight of our Hearts, beipeaks an Original 
beyond the Power and Goodnefs of Things 
created ; and is, accordingly, deriv d and im- 
planted in us by the Only, One, Invifible, Eter- 
nal God. 
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Sect, I. 



Haj^fincfs of True ^ Religion. 

XSLeflcd.Pi^ivilegc of Mortal. Men ! wli^eW 
•*r^' ouftJmerftaiidinigs are eniarg d, enlijgHt^iftl 
tjnid dellglitedV Qiir Wills regulared and^au^t 
to cxercife . r hemfelves about Things the Qohleil 
:?ndbcftj, and -the Paffiohs and Affections of 
pur/ Minds preigrv'd from fioigaging . in Ob- 
jects conternptiUe and hateful ; but ' allow'd 
it the fame time to warni and indulge them- 
felyes \n trucft, becaufe ianocent Plealures. . ' 
'. Nor are our Minds alone oblig'd to Religion ; 
lis the Prefervative alfo and Redorer ox our 
Bodies and Fortunes j Health, long I4fe, and 
profperous Affairs, being tlie infalUblc . Refulr 
and Confcquences of it. 
.' ^Thefe were tlie Beauties and Advantages of 
Rch'gion, rcafond out by the natural Strength 
and Force of the mere Underllandings la^nA 
Minds of Men: But, wheii: reveal'd ^Notices 
were fupcradded and imparted unto them, e-: 
fpecially when Life and ImmortaUty came'to 
ii.ighr through the Gofpcl; then Religion mad^ 
it!) brighieft Figure, and was array'd in mofl 
attradlivc and powerful Perfwafions : Quiet- 
ncfs of Mind, and Indolence of Body j Ap- 
pcutcs govern\i,andPaffiousfubdud; Reputati- 
on and Eftecm ; Benevolence and good Nature ; 
yorhcM'^inco and Forgivcnefs, and every prefenc 
7'hiiigdiai is vahiable audgood^\idtv^vvc>K.ov\ly 
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th'a certain Mcdis of it lidw ,• but' ari Aflli- 
£ance being alfd added, of a Refurredtion, af- 
ter Deiith, to another Life of ehdlcfs Duration 
iand unf{)eakable Biifs. 

On the contrary, were 1 16 dcfcribe Falfe Ri- 
iigiM the fame Way ; 1 Would fuppbfe it t& 
be theOSpring of the Chief of wickedeft Spi- 
rits in Hell, in Gombiilation With the Evil Ge- 
nius of Mankind j Snd fhoud conceive it (as 
really it - ii) ertdlefly Indiiftrious in difperfing 
SufJerftitibuS , Enthufiafrtis, Error, Infidelity 
and Blal^hcmy amotigfl;' Men : Setting up un- 
ireafonabie Principalities and. Powers to dire<3:^ 
iand regulate Opinion arid Thinking j and to 
tehfure, diftrefs, perfecute, nay murder all 
thole, who Woud not by Words, and Deeds^ 
by Preaching, Printings ^flentirig to, nay 
Sweiringj giv6 into every Notion fettled by 
fbme particular Mert, ftt apart to make Sy-^- 
ftenis and Rules for all the; reft of Mankind to 
think and.adt by j banifliihg this fioble Exhor- 
dtation of oiir Saviour*s froni off the Earth : Hi 
that has Mytstofee^, let him fee ; arid He that has 
ilars to hiary lit him hear j and then accommo- 
dating Men with EyeSj and Ears, and Under- 
(landings, irid Hearts, arid confining them to 
iec and hear, and believe as they were taught^ 
Without ever conceiving that they ought to make 
ule of their oWh Underuahdirigs ia theCondud: 
X)f themfelves : And, laftly, I fliou d imagine Falfe 
Aeligion ever furnifliing its Votaries With a 
Profufiori of Arrogance, Pofitivenefs, Impofition 
and Cheat, and above all^ \vid\ tvwe.^-C^xVvo.^ 
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charitablenefs , Detradion and Reproaclx^ 
from thefe two different Views of True and' 
Ife Religion^ we may fee of what Importance 
IS that the World flhiou d be wellinftrudtedin the. 
anciples of the former, and that the Pradice of 
lofe Principles fhou'd be every where inforc*d 
nd obferv'd : The Neccflity is plain, tho* the 
\ccomplifliment of either be difficult and has 
nifcarried, as is too evident from the great 
Jucccfs which its Oppofite has met With in the 
iVorld, not only in our own Times, but in the 
everal Periods of Ages paft j tlw I think one 
nay, with ftrideft Juftice, affirm^ that the World 
irom hence, has felt and labouf'd under greater 
ivils and Wickednefs ; that more Shadow 
md Dreams of Devotion, as well as Falfe 
^orlhip, have been irapos'd upon it, more Ig- 
lorance and Supcrflition triumphed, more Chean 
md Hypocrify prevailed j and, in ftiort, mote 
5arbarity, in many Kinds, committed on the 
iccount of Religion, fmce Popery (that xtio^ 
:orrupt and Heterodox Part of the Chriftian 
[Religion) has made its powerful Advances in 
^jrijlendom^ than all the Remaindet of the 
Earth bcfides has expcrienc'd, tho' the Cruel- 
:ics of many Ages paft be added together. 

The Pretences to True Religioif have been 
[b various, and fo wicked and notorious have 
3ecn the Difguifcs and Fallacies of thofe, who 
kavc had the Advantage of adminiftring in 
[he moft pcrfed Religion that ever yet Al- 
fnighty God (the only Objedl of it} reveal'd to 

Matt- 
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Mankind ; that, in difcourfing on this Head, 
we muft commence, as before, from the be- 
ginning of Things^ arid deduce the Nature of 
Religion and Prieflhoody thro' all the fucceed- 
ing Tra(3:s of Time, in order to fee thro' the 
very Rcafon of thefe Things, and to judge 
rightly of them in the Light wherein they (land 
at thi$ prefent Time. 

Sect.il 

Of Natural Religion. 

IDEligion is the Woriliipping of . G o d : which 
^^ Worfhip being liable to Variations and 
Difference ; let it be obferv'd where it will, it 
muft confift of Ejfeniials^ and thefe, whed\er 
dicStated by Nature, or reveal'd by God, are 
not in the Power of Men to alter or difpence 
with ; and it muft alfo be attended with Circum- 
ftantialsj which every Man, or Society of Mea 
may omit or multiply, as they fhall think pro- 
per or convenient. 

In a State of Nature the Eflentials to Religi- 
on feem to have been confin d to the beft Per- 
fuafion every Man cou d arrive at, of the Na- 
ture and Attributes of God, from his own 
Reafoning, Obfervation, and Comparifon of 
thefe Things, with the Sentiments of other 
Men. This, as to the Objed: ; as to the A(3:s 
of Religion, Nature cou'd only dired to pray 
to God, as every particular Man's Heart in- 
ftruded and taught him, /. e. to thank him 
when he fou/id himfelf bkfe'd ^vxkv 'ft.^-jWicv ^\. 
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kichcs, or any opher Temporal Good, as ttmchi 
or more than was tlie Lot oj^" his Friends about* 
him : or, when he faw that he eftaped any 
Misfortune or Evil, either aftpr^ an ordinary, 
pr fome extraordinary-^ Manner. 

Petitioiw Deprecation, and Thanklgiving, bcr 
ing the Eflentiais of Natural Religipn,^ the Cir- 
ciimftantials of thefe were at ^f^rft ieft to every 
Man's own Choice, viz. the Time, the Place, 
and Subftance, ot SubieiJi of the Worfliip ; the 
particular Hiftory of which Affairs affords( 
great Variety and Delight. 

Whilft every Alan thus was his own Pfieft, 
and either reafond^ orcarv'd out his own God, 
and made his Houfe its Temple, or -what o-r 
ther Place he liked better ; and offer'd and fa- 
crific'd, when, and what his own Thoughts fug- 
geded to him ; queftionlefs as Men cemented 
into Societies, and got together for Safety and* 
t)efence, and plac d fome Man, or Mf n at their 
Head, to a6t in behalf, and for the good of th« 
reft in Civil, Military, and Social Life ; fp, nq 
doubt but tliey muft imagine that thofe feve- 
rai ASts of Worfliip which they ifingly paid t^ 
their rcfpecJlive. Deities, were fit to be ofiercj 
Up in common with the reft of the Society ; 
that, wha.t any one Member cou d not pretend 
to expecjt, on the bare Strength of his own 
Performance, might be granted at tlie joint Pe-. 
tition of them all ; there being the .fame Rea- 
fon (as they wxre a Communityji for the united 
Adoration- and Service of them all together, a^ 
t/jcfc \y3^ for their refpfed^i\e QflRccs w private 



. /. ^ ,'^ 



f 77 ) 

before. The DiflSculty was how to arrive " ai 
an Uniformity and Centre of Devotion^ in thia€ 
great Variety of Sentiments which diftraded 
aiem about the Nature and Niftftber: of Gods/ 
&c. Andihdeed> what Nature dtrcdicd Men 
to in this Cafe^ jmd what'Wai Fa<9k from the 
beginnings of the ' World* in ieveral Kingdotns 
of, ity and to Day is the fame amongft the 
He4then$ or Pagans, is very weJtt worth our 
^tteilitibn, and^ I mufl: fay, in ibme Refpcdls, 
our Imitation tooj altl^o' we : are blefs'd with' 
the Privilege of Supernatural : Light, and have 
thofe fpiritual Illuminations added to help ouc 
ynderftandings, which is, and was their Mif^ 
fortune not to have enjoy'd. . 

In this Cafe then we find, that, in every 
Kingdom or City anciently, the Govcrnmenc 
0t Majority declar d for fome particular Deity^ 
pr Deities, and fet Men apart to take Care oF 
pheir Publick Service and Worlhip, prefcribing/ 
Methods both to the Eflenrials and Circumv 
ftantials of it : But we rarely or never find thac 
any of the Natives or other Inhabitants of that 
Kingdom or City, were forcd or conftrain'd to^ 
Worlhip after the efiablipA Way^ or punilh'd- 
if they did not/ No ; far from this, all priv 
vate Perfons enjoy d their private Inclinations,' 
and purfued their own Ways in every Religiousi 
h& : not only ereifling particular Images, Shrines, 
droves, Sff* but dedicating Men and Things, 
after their own Judgments, to tlie Life and 
Honour of whatever God they thought fit ; nay 
^rthcr, at their general Phc^^vv^TvccvK.^^^'^'^ 
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Hck.Meeting to Worftlip, Sacrifice, ^c. every 
Man offer'd-what Oblation or Prayer hcefteem- 
td moft proper, to pleafc or pacify the Deity 
to wliom he addrefe'd. 

And thus alfo it was, ih Length of Time, 
when Schools, Colleges, and diverfity of pub- 
lick. Temples came to be built j the Priefts 
were made by the King ot Government, and 
the common or extraordinary Services of their 
Gods were anfwer'd regularly by thofe Priefts, 
or, as particular Orders were fent them. They, 
for Learning, Wifdom, or Vertue, being cho- 
fen into that Office, out of thofe Scliools or 
Colleges, and had fevcral Names given them 
in feveral Kingdoms, as Magi in I'erfia-, Brack- 
wans in InMay &c. But. tlien the Government 
was carelefs whether the Votary pray'd to Ju- 
fiter or ApoUo^ or whether their Subjetfts fided 
with Zeno or Epicurus j or any other Perfon 
who fet hjmfclf at the Head of a Religious Par- 
ty J if, whatever their Opinions were about 
Divinity, they were found to be equally Ro- 
waUi FerfianSi or //tflians, whenever the good 
^cfae CommonAvealth came intoConfideracion | 
Iwc all know", what wou'd have been the 
auence, had any of the Emperors of thefe 
ioms, the' back d by whole Senates, im- 
, at that Time, on the People, or 
'ad Men, becaufe they believ*d 
, or were ready to die fot Ari- 
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Nof is this really; or flioa*d it be^ oheJoC^' - 
dcerd by the k^velation of Chrtftianityj'Ped* 
pie in every Kingdom having a natural Right to 
thfeir own Sentiments ftill ; With which Right 
nothing fliou^ interfere, priaVided,' on ^ all piib^ 

lickoOccafiotis, th^y IheW th^nafelves ready 
to defend diid, prote^ their Country, and ^^ 
Loyal and ^ithfiil to the Lawful Government 
thereof. Nay, this Liberty fcems to b6 the 
Privilege ptailkiriy of tHe Prrifeflbrs of the 
Gofpel of Chrift, 6nd the Very Defign of its- 
Inflitution ; Chriftians bdng commanded- 1<* 
fedrch the ScHpturesy to try every Sfirit^ and t0 
hold f aft to that which is hejt^ - ' - , . 

And, no doubt, the Confequehces of the BiBId 
plainly ftiew, that this Freedom is the Birri¥- 
right of every Chriftian ; for, the different Dpi*^ 
nioris of Chrifl;ians, (tho' they have one vsrric- 
ten Word to go by) are almbftiasmany as thd 
Sentiments of Philofophers were about moral 
Good and Evil, and the Nature of the Gods, 
&c. they not being able to agree at this very 
Day, neither about Church-Power and Govern- 
ment, the Ufe of a Surplice, or a Form of 
Prayer, any more than about tiie very Objects 
of ibme Parts of their Faith, one Man con- 
demning the main Eflcntials of another Man $ 
Adoration and Pradice, and one Chriftian 
Church (^and (he guilty of Idolatry) excom- 
municating all the reft, as Schifmatical, Here- 
tical^ and every thing f^riminal and Odi- 
ous. 

« 



-rM to tkdft- Men who think tliis Way,/;»id 
ipclige; the.I?pwfir/t)f Dilating. Faith andCoil- 
fcience in thetjattd* of d Few;,caltd .the Chtircbi 
f.i^ the Ptwefb jwi4 Mimfte|:s of ReligioA ftiid 
hoLy Jhiftgs,; ntjdl derive tlw^i^Vi^prity of thia 
foiriwal. lfS^\\^n and T^f aony f ^s they dd 
the Te«ip^*l ; ott«} froim .the Wgiuning of ' the 
JJTot Jdv CQi»mefi<:i?^g fronji k4i/iiii*^,;.'t^^ Ocigioal 
gbiibjji*teKi»g;Slid Prieftj itimttftbc rpuijdly af* 
6i^<^ on<?e;:fQrj a^ll> that \fi\is» is. a tidiculou^ 
§«gg«ftioa::i« i^-fetf, ind :is nioft plainly Con-* 
tradided m-Sigrioff^ i;hQ'i fo v#ery fond of'thii 
jiliS^diion arei© :^«:ofS an^F^?^^^, that,mQft 
oddly, do they make F4rA^^^ X9, figpify ^h« 
^iil-r^* and CAWAdms J^x^lBin jfrom then.ce, 
an Mxcmmtt^icafhff i not unlike * him, * whb» 
i»^rit|ng the Hiftpry of Count iis, vainly Wgan 
the fim of them frpm the Trinity, beeaufe Qod 
(aid, Let us^makcMM. - > 

Sect- lIL 
. Religion tracd through the Old Xeftanient . 

npHAT this may appear in its genuine 
-*• Lightj^ let us take the Bible (that only 
Guide) along with Us, and we (hall find Q4iH 
and Ahel^ and all their Pofterity ading in 9 
idifferent Method from this, till dircdi Reve* 
lation laid Men under particular Obligations : 
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and then 1 will be bold to fay, all Tlungs wer© 
p'refcrib'd to .Mankind in Conformity to the 
general Lileriy 2X, firfi allowed and pointed out 
to them. 

.' No ;4oubt;, but Adam had fomething of Reli- 
gibiji' revealed to him i but of any Particulars, 
bcfides t|i0 F^robability of obferving ^Seventh* 
Jay^ we are jScrangers,. and how he performed 
them 2 the only pofitive; Command that we read 
oi^ ha)^ng been broken by him. And,, as to the 
two Pcrion$ abovemeHif ipn 4, . we know nothing 
olf' therti,^ but ' that they wprfhipd. God, .each Qt 
them,; theit 6wn Way, as I.fuppofe Men^then, 
• apdvf53if',miiitiy Xears afterwards, did j but wc 
r6'ad"6ofliinjg any wlfcm in MofeS^ of conftrain- 
itig Meri to pne Method, of Religion,and the Wor- 
fliipbfGoJd, And tliercfpre our Commentators 
and Ejcppiitprs may eateirtain thcmfelves, and 
perplex ojiliers as much as they pleafe with thefe 
Words m„0dncJjSj in Procefi of Ttme^ and may 
hence advance, that, uniform, Annual, month- 
ly or We^kl^ Devotions Were then publickly 
in Ufe, a.nd what they"f;all"a Church Eftablifli'd ,^ 
but it id likely that therejis no more intended by 
th6fe Words, than, that, as foon as Catnz^m^ to 
Years pf Confidctatibn and MaturLty, and faw 
that' People "and the Knowledge of Things grew 
faft upon liim, he theaiegan td reafon aoouC 
the Natiice of God, and wiiat he liad learn d a- 
bout Religion and Wotfliip, and Concluded it 
propct, regularly to offer fonlc part of the Fruits 
oftheEardi, by Way of** Religion, and as an 
Acknowledgment and li^ok^w ^^ <iv\\xs.N\^^ \.^ 
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the Great and Kind Creator of him and all thft 
?i/or]dy and the Donor of them and all other 
Dfdiings. And this Inrcrprctacion is fupported» 
bcraiifc it is faid afterwards, in Setb's Time, 
that Men began then firfl to call on the Name 
of the Lord ; and A Jaw did not beget him till 
lie W-1S ifto Years old: at which Time the 
C>)iinrry about Paradife was very well ftocV4 
with People: From all which it is natural to. 
believe that God Almighty neither fox jJamot 
any of his Succeflbrs immediately apart by di-' 
rct\ Appointment to be Lineal and Hereditary 
Priejls or Minijlers in holy Thinp, and to o- \ 
l^liije a ( Juirch, /. e. the reft of Mifikind to 
Worfliip him, after the yer^ manner ptcfcriby.' 
by them ; nor cou'd Mofes. omit fptakihg to it, \ 
ir if hnd been fo; but having endow'd. -them . 
with lliidcrftandings and intellecauar Knowr 
Icdcrc, left ihcni to Reafon out the Nature of 
Urli{;i()n, upon what Discoveries were made, 
iK \V('II as of Arts and Sciences^ and other ^ 
Ac^lions of T.ifc, rill he flibuM think fit to ini- 
p.irr more full Revelations by the feveral 
vSrcps :uk1 Dct^rccs, which, in length ofTimc, 
wc tec ho did to one particular People in 
J ho World, but left the reft of Mankind to 
nlc tlv^r own Judgment upon the whole 
AlKiir o{ Rcliijion. . " 

Wo Hnd Ni\iK Alrabam^ Ipacj Jaceh^ and 
To/^f'h making Offerings, and building Altars 
on cxtraoaiinarv Occafions j and read of 
MK\xhi!h!;rck^ an Heathen King and Priefl, who 
had nt.r5ucccllbrs j nor can we doubr, but .that. 



Variety of PrielHiood, and Worfli'ip' was now 

;in u£b m the World ; and qUeftionlefs, whilft the 

People of ^^/f/wcrcjnCaptm^ i^ -f^^y/A they 

ef&r^d up publick Pcayers and Devetfons'to'th? 

God of Ahrahamy ffaac and Jasoh^ and. had Per- 

fons agreed on amongft them to perform thojle 

Office^ Wherievcr they had Opportunity:;' but, 

whetftheir Freedom Wias cbmplcat, and they were 

ordered tp inftituce and obierve a Cerqmony in 

remembrance of their Efcape from.£^y^/, and 

the Prefervaticin of their Fir ft- born/ vre. find 

that every Mafter of a Family perform^ thiat 

Ceremony, «and kili'd the Paflbver, altho' it 

Was Sacramental i tmy^ thp it was. the vqry 

AO: of the inftituting of it. Soon afeer^ '* wheo 

the People were to h6ar a Dilcourfe between 

GoJ md Mofesy t\\^Tp ztc Priejls jnenti6f>'d at 

large, long , before the Ordipatidn oif Aaron^. 

tho' there be no previous" Account of ^them, " or 

tjieir Separation to that Office j and when ^^?r?» 

withiiis Sons'i^j^^i5 ahd Atihu^ and 70 of the 

the Elders fwercto be Witncfles at the Head of 

the People of God's talking to Mofes a fccond 

time, andfcndlrtg Nfdlages by iiim to'theTeb- 

pie, Toung,Iil}h of. the Children of Ifrael iven fent ' 

to offer Burnt-Offerings and Sqcr'ifcf Pf ace Offer- . 

ings of Oxen unto the Lord \ all which Defigna- ' 

tioris trf tliefe Men to thefe Things, are very 

uncertain, and remain uricxplaind ; bur in all 
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likelihood they were pcrformUby thc.Fatlicjs 
or rather the Firft-born of the FamUies, becaufe 
the latter were by God's Command . * dedicated 
finio th^ J^ord'y but might he redeemed '\ i an^ 
were afterwards fupcrfeded by God s Appoint- 
menty 4- ^^ Tribe of Levi being fet apart for 
the. Mimjlry ; and now indeed God form'd a 
Lineal and VifAle Church and St^xtotTrieJl-* 
hoody thefe Men being fcparated froni"the rcl): 
of their Brethren ; and this Priejf hood cond not 
poflibly fail, God having confecratcd a whole 
Tribe to tliat Purpofc, which then confifted of 
above xxGoo Men. 

But we muft obfcrvc, that whilft the Jewi/b 
Nation was made happy by this Inclolurc, and 
by*^ God's peculiar Difpenfation, tliQ reft o£ 
Maiikind, whereof thefe were but a fmall Num^ 
ber, were left in the fame Way as before, to 
ferVc God according to tlieir own Underftand- 
ings and Judgments; neither Mofes or the 
Prophets having Cbmmiflion to go out andTeacH 
all Nations. 

God s Doings being unfearchalle in all Things^ 
and his Ways Paft finding out; He, neither having 
;iven us the Realbns or many Things, uninteF' 
igible at prefcnt, nor being obliged fo to do ; 
amongft the reft, not having accounted, why 
Evil and Error were permitted to diftrai^ ahd^ 
confound this Earth of ours ; or why lie did' 
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not reveal himfelf to all Mankind, as well as 
to the Jews ; or fqrce the Gofpel of Chrift af- 
terwards, or oblige it at^this Day to take PoC- 
feffijifi^of ail|)ipK^ THefe 

Unrigs biing hicf from us, let us have recburfeto 
what be has cleanly r^yp^'d^ f^ onteitftihonr 
THipjif gf>ts with W^g^ wKicb fall within 

the 9qfl[ipafs of oi|r UndetftandJing, and are h^ 
icbnae pur Duty ;j^ftd Care. 

I^afling by tf>e Jews tbeij, and their Oeponop 
ipy, \f hich in ipany Things were extreme paiv 
tiemar, and thj^refore'dicui w4|:h their Kingdom 
' " ^^qqfimo^weal^iii . j it cannot > but entertain 




and pleafe us^ to begin with a Difpisniatioii 
tliat i% dei[ign:d to liave the Ends if t^ Earth 
for its PojJeJ^pni, zvd which /notwithftanriing a 
cemp9t:;afy ^^ifca|^ge in its Extendon} will, 
one pay, <;^tain uytiiverfally over the Face of 
iJje whole Gipb?*:/ : 
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: Rhlivim^m^i thrmh'ihe New 'I^cf^uiicnt; . 
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WHEN> '«»» Saviour^caiH^ci'to prpvejii? 
Divif^ Miffioii,'= whidi h6 did Mt'^. Mira- 
cles and Wonders, by fdlfiiUng old Propfefies, 
and eftablifliing new -one^," life chofc" Tw'cJve 
Men, and etidow'd them with Supernatural 
Power ^to ^arry 6\\ the great Work Which 'ht 
had begun, arid having firiifh'd his own GoUfft- 
left them entire Mafteils of God'is whole Will. 
concemi:ng« -the Salvation 'of 'Mankind:/' c6m- 
tnaiiding by fpeaking, bii^t efpecially by' wri- 
ting, to' cbiiiffiunidite it ta the World J endow- 
ing them and a few otll^ts With the Power of 
Miracles at firft, till Mens Underftandings were 
convincd, and the new DocStrini had maiJe its 
Way in the World ; and having ftparated thenf 
by a fpccial Defignation to minifter in holy 
Things, he commiffion'd them to feparate o^ 
thers alfo, as they efteem^d them worthy of 
the Employment ; promifmg. that the Church 
fliou'd never fail, that he rooud he with it 
U the End of the Worlds i. e:that notwithftand- 
ing Perfecution, Apoftacv, and whatever Ca- 
lamities fliou'd happen, there never fliou d be a 
Time wherein fome Profeflbrs of Chriftianity 
iliou'd not be found ; and that at laft he wou'd 
call the whole World into a Belief and Prac^ce 
of his GofpcL 



The Church being thus of Divine Appoint- 
ment, that is, God having appointed Mini- 
(lets to preach t]ie Gofpel to as mdny as 
wou'd redeive and entertain it, the whole 
Number, of Believers, Miniftcrs';and Peoplfc 



the .writtefii Word of God, agree pn fuch on ■• 
fuch 'Farms of: Difcipline and Order in the ^^ 
Adnnatftratioh of that written VVord, thdc^ 
People ;jj[uke tip what we ^ill at partioilir; 
Chuusdi^ as oi kpheOa ot Rme i Sngland ot ■ 
pr^UKtt'Iho Chriftiari Chuircb ratti not be-- 
intg conSSn'd to th^ Minifters- df it aldne ;4t ' 
will' te worth: oui:. while at this Time of lb "^ 
maay : : different Cotitrovcrfies about thefe ' 
Things^ to enquirb diftindtly what are die ' 
7/«A?X;:aad Fowers^ both of Chriflian Miniflers ' 
an^^itt ebriflfOft Church - ■ 
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Title of the Chnfttai Clergy. 
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k$ to thfi:Tftles of Mipifters'itLthc CbriJliaH 
-f^' Churchy tl^cy aw moft cenaiilly of divine fa^ 




a Sup?:riority^ and confcquendy/ Degneft a^ - 
mongfl: : tUeuv: : Tl>is is cdmeivir^einiM Ho^* 
ly BibIc/a(i4/I at)» iconftnri'd la irflnSeah^S*' 
pifoopacy) byitbe unqwflioiid- Pfaddce^qncfJ 
Authority >4Df \iQ^ Yeai%fr<to'^our :S^(Mtt5 
aad]down\i^ds< ! - Niy, I tmnkiD of Aidvam:4gv'' 
to: the. Goverttmont. of the Gbuich, !an^"iiid3; ' 
agi^eablertQ'the Nature; df/GoTjeniniciift irf ge- * 
ng?aJL Howtverf X accufe 116 Man wiio catf f • 
bo brought ta beUcVe,; as I dt), ; on this or; My' 
other Subjeca:, and deirre 'L«ivc to go bnint**^^ 
marking, that as the Tide of thc.7tfHv)& Pi^kfi'- 
hood was Divine, fo is that of the Chrifiian 
Clergy alfo, and therefore their Office ought 
to be held in the higheft Veneration, and their 
Perfons becaufe of their Office. But as every 
thing admits of Extremes, fo docs the particu- 
lar Affair before lis, too many being fo wild and 
extravagant in rlieir Notions^ as to imagine 
not only that the eflablifhing a Chrifiian Cler- 
gy, but that all Rchgion is a Political Cheat 
and Impofition j and others carrying the Nc- 
ccffity of facred Offices from fome Mens 
"Hands to fo high a Pitch, as to affirm that no 
PoHibility of Salvation c^iv \^^ \\>d without 
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them. Sirtce our Saviour's Days, tliis laft Do* 
drine has been often. fent abroad into, tlie 
World, and wc may eafily perceive what Set 
of Cler^ they were, who perplcxM Mankind 
with the Severity of it ; aiming at aU Power^ 
toth in HeAven and E<irth : nor caA I but be 
very forry to fee it i^viv'd in our Nation, with 
lb much Vehemence as itis^ ^fpecially by Men 
who call >thetafelves Proteftants. ; : 

To fpcak joxxt therefote as rationally *s I cm 
upon this Subject, I think it ought not to. b« 
denied, where a lawful Chfifiian Minifiry^ is e- 
ftablifhd and can be had, tliat thpfe Men ^e 
very guilty, who do nqt apply to the Offices of 
that Miniftry for the ordinary Meanjs of: ferv- 
ing Gofi, and . confequently of faving their 
Souls ; fuch a Minifiry^ I fay, as may be met 
with in Scripture, or, at leaft, is not repugit^rit 
to aay thing that is to be found, on tlii^ Sub- 
je(^, in thofe facred Books. And yet too many 
of -fuch vain Men are to be found 2 May»G oi> 
caligliten tliem, and bring them td a better 
Mind ! 

However, on the other Hand, I can't but <jx- 
tremely condemn thofe Pcrfons who woud tie 
God Almighty down to particular Rules and 
Forms, and won t fuffer Him, in their Opini- 
on, to receive any one Man^ to Mercy, ' whp 
dies without pafling regularly through all the 
Offices of a Chrifiian Clergyman. Now, as this 
is faftening Rules upon God, which we are 
furc He has not obliged Himfelf to obferve, fo, 
Reafon ^nd Experience c;T\t\td^ tiK>v^>d^^ ^J^c\& 
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Opinion, tKat one' Lineal Defcent of Mini ft erf 
is not only neceflary ^o« Salvation, but all tlieir 
Officei ' i^o ' neceflary likewife^ whether initia- 
i:<>ry, intermediate, i or dimiflbry. If you con- 
fuh: what I have obfcrv d of the Hiftory of 
Fnefikovd and Miiiifiers in holy Things^ you 
tvitt'fihd^this Way of arguing all along confli- 
tisd by Msitter of Fa^ - j tke fame hard X)ealing 
ftill remains to bd reoioTTl from &rll the prefeni 
HeaiiieSiiVorid^ iiay, Chriftiaifs themfelves 
6dfn'give nd Demoftfltation that they an fecnrd 
in tm6 Matter, it being poffibte that fallb Cm- 
fecrdtions^ and VFfiindtiims might have been 
J>atc(pon the Quirch in the brighteft, as well 
aj$ d^arkeft Ages of it ; Excommunicated, he^ 
iFetical^, and unlawful Bjifliops might have con- 
veyed down the holy Miflion, and many other 
Embarraflments, are likely to hive fo much 
pcrplexi'd this AfJiir,- that I am fiire' it is 
impoflible ever to ^roVe the Truth of it- Papifis^ 
no doubt, have ever found their 'Account in ad-^ 
vaftcing this Dodriiie, viz> InfMihiliiy^ Autho- 
rity and Power: and have the face ftill to^ maiiv 
tain the Demonftratidn of aft *UkinterrHpted 
^Skcceffton of Minifters from Chrifl to this Day, 
liotwithftanding the known Impofllbiliry of it, 
and the particular Schifm (amongftr others) 
which lafted for Forty Years together in their 
own'ChuY'ch ; when tliey had two or three 
Popes 2t 'Sl time, excommunicating one another, 
aud diftin<3:ly Confecrating and exercifing all 
the fpirku^l O/ficeS of the holy See. And I 
hope our EngJifty Subjcft^ vrlVi ^«c!tw^ ^^\7i- 
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lacy and Che&( of rcnewii^g^fChis Dp^rine at; 
this Time io chcfe Kitigdoa)S|- ic being to fct^Q 
a Seci*lar Epd:cfe^iefly,i vh^ 4}^ tcttmgth^ Prc^ 
tender Qof che TJiri^nc ; tp/qrA^rd which, .lliis, 
and ail other AiiSks of dxe-irRetigion, are naniqrc 
thao ml^rQ jprectnces aftd Impofkion upon Menv 
For, if the iknfnting Cler^menht the ovLytineai^ 
(^rfff^J^\%vk^ tJiey affirm to be true') reducing 
therelyy!che pKeJbitChwirch o( Eni^amx^^^^x^^ 
verfaiMSeiiilfflf:; tl^re cannot any othei^po^iltle; 
Way befeiind to extricate our felves out of 
this hotriUe Misfortuiie, : b^t to btiQgi;i.n\c 
nghe Heirto Qur Crowi^ iau^ediatelW ^^ tiura 
out tli^ pdrefe'nt Royal :Fati)ilyi ,to iegraj^e aU 
out Bishops, Priefts and rD^acons; from tl^ir 
fefpe(ftivc Holy Ordersj/ to^ cleprive* tl^; <;i^ 
their Spiritual Lmi)g$/ and to let tl^^e fretpn^. 
der. naae v^. ponditutf^ new Bifhops^.^tlie l^,^ 
jwrtng. F^Qiate^ confecrate ^m^ md bcdi ;tp<^ 
gether. oifdtau) a n^w MiniJ}ry\ m th9 Cl^iurqiv|. 
till which be really done (tho' the De(jga bft 
all Nonfenfe and Madncfs^ they account our 
Minifters Antifcriptural, our Religion Hetero- 
dox, and our Laws null and of no Force. 

Thefe are the Views of thefc two Sorts of 
Men ; and to fcrve thefe Views, God Almighty 
mud be under their Diredhon, and excluded his 
Soveraign Mercy* and the Reafon and Ncccfli- 
ty of Things give way to impudent and un- 
prov'd Aflcrtions. But ! God forbid, that in a 
World of fo much Alteration and Uncertainty, 
any ferious and religious Strefs fliou'd be real- 
ly laid upon Things ncceffml^ ^\>JcA|^OLX.ci Cwv- 
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tingcikj and wane of Proof; fuch Xodons are 
coo Icrcre, and uRWcrrtby of a good and kind 
Gfxi, ^ for, as it is not macerial for the pre- 
ient^ or indeed any Generation of Men, that 
tlie ; Titles of the Minifters of God's holy 
Word to their (^ders^ (bou'd be |^ainly and 
demonflraHy deduced from Chrift and' hi$ 
ApolUes, on Pain of lofing die Title of^xmes 
Claim to Heaven ; it being as well that no- 
thing appears to the contrary ^ and that our 
prclent Pojfledion, is as gocxl, as if it were 
fb prc^:d ; To it is our Duty affo to imagine 
tfhat ^hofe' Believers in Chrifl, who die in thd 
Heathen. Part of the Worlds without the Ad- 
y atttage of the Offices of the Mimtfters of Gbrifi ; 
or \i^;' for abfoiute want of better, aj^int a 
difcredt and godly Perf(Hi to officiate in holy 
Things, >re acceptable to God for their good 
and -pi9tiS^Difporfti6ns, and Intention ^f Mind» 
*rii vrill fave their- 8oub^ by this Means, at 
flic laft gfciae Day. - - 
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Power of the Chriftian Clerj^- 

.- - '■•••. 

AS the Civil Magiftrate s Bufinefs i^ partly^ 
. . . eftahliih-d to pro ted Clergjipien in the quicc 
Admimftration of their Office, and not tu div 
re^ them what Dodrines they ihall preach, or- 
what Creeds and Syftemes ot Belief they ftiall 
makf ufe of ihemfelves, or deliver to iher 
People; as the.Cirvil Magiflrate is to puhifh 
Profarienefs, Ipunorality and Vice wherc-ever 
ke meets it, becaufe it is deftrudive of Hu- 
man Society, and of ill Confcquence to eve^ 
ry Qovernment and State ; but, as he is not 
to call CO Queftion any Subjedi for Opinions in 
Reli^on, or to oblige him to believe ift, or 
wocuup God after the Way . that he pre- 
fcribes j fo are tl>e Clergy td be cautious 
the fame Way ; they havii^ no. Power to 
dilate new Ooiftrines, i. e. any; not to be 
mfet- with, and proved from the Bible j nor to 
force Men into any particular Faith, with 
iregard to the old ones. 
. The Gofpel is open tp every Man; and 
the MiniHers. thereof are to expound and 
preach it to the People, after the honefteft 
and beft Manner they can! and the People 
are ^o hear and examine what they declare 
unto them, without being conftrain'd to any 
Approbation purely by their, or any Human 
Authority whatever; being at l&^xx?j^ V5 cwc^- 
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paring tliofe DoiSlrines with the Word of 
God, to believe of disbelieve; them, as they 
in their Underftanding and Confcience arc 
convincd. V . .:.^. ..v .*. j. . . ^ 

Again, as to Immorality and publick Of- 
fence , the Clergy have Opporcunitlei hif 
their Power, fid3k of private R«pdmand and Ad- 
vice, and if that won^^t do, \m if either choy- 
Qc their Congregations are o^died: ac iiltf 
Wickednefd of fome • of rits^- Meibbecs^ ^ i^ 
&me Things are in their Power in -a pob^i 
I2ick Way,: till at; length -tliey may.4ieny 
them tha& ' Communion, 'Wbicii^'is the Bldfii^ 
and Privilege' of all Chriftians, and updi» 
Obftinacy, iiiiay < St lad go fufthdr; and Ibf^ 
hid them ta ap^ar in their 'A(iemblies. This is^ 
aM that wa6 in ule in ehci P^Autive Ghuorh, 
and fuch M^n weee noir-reftot'd wjthoue 
publick Marks efl^epencaKee ; which Cuftonf 
theChurcb' c^- Ehglami iw lier Liturgy very 
pioufly wiftwB ,v«re reft(tf*d again* 

But thacCltr^y tneiihdvea peremptory Foweiv 

asfuch, cvehtupdn uurgovem^i, unreclaimed Ob- 

ilthacy in a finfial^Life, or, fbr Mens perfiftidg iff 

Heretical Notions J byExcdnuttUrticating-theBB? 

ca confign thcmr* to EtxrtiiA Damnation, and 

Ehat this juiikial-Ad* by a propw Effifiacj^J 

gives th^m- ovct eo Satan in chfc literal S«i«y 

of thofc Word??, lean never afTent to< ^wieW 

,much. bccrer,. I diihk, to pity, fnch Meti^vand 

ro prav for them, and then to leave' then* 

oo.f1iiois uncbvcnantcd Mercy; if any-TfuiA 

A^spcyidict^ fee,;. -U^^n vjViVc^- kx^^S^swl^ttfii 
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oaayi alfo candudc, .that die Abfolistipn^^ of 
oiC. :» :Ciergyfhan j(donMcr^i ^jztr^fLiSt of 
OffiteD dbcsonotrdiy :'i ^tt staLbfi&te Ver- 
tu4 of: tiiat A&x£ Offici 'abfalice: the Sitvi 
net from hi« . iSitts ;! for irisqeroiia/ thac^ 
aWha<acd (fropj: ihefe! two ; AcSftsfioff the Mii 
oifliry, a finceiii^' believing, .repenting^ ^d 
ng^ous Chrifiian (iViil be fa^d;^ mrd an ob^ 
ftin^te ^ habiflxal; i ' kinrepefttiii^ V r; unbeUevihg 
Cbrifti'ati muib meet, i dif^eccnt Fate. And 
thecdfote no mortal- Man living- tan utterly 
and finally condemn or abfolvey as not know^ 
iitg the Heartis and Confciences bf Men. And 
this Docffarine ik fo tfue, thac at laO: it begin^ 
cogain'Oround in a "^ Nation hitherto as Popiffii 
afM fond of the Power of xhc Clergy ^ as any 
other in the World; and has the Countenance 
of one of the greateft and mod powerful f Pre- 
lates therein, and of Numbers of other Prelates^ 
and Inferior Clergy befides. 

This feems to be the plain ahddiredl Cafe 
of every privaceMiniftcr of our Saviour s Infti- 
tution ; jfey whieh a Chriftian Clergyman, agree- 
able to the andedt and natural Notion of />r/<f/?-i 
irW, 'is toioffef «p' Ae Prayers, Deprecations 
atid Thankfgivihgs -of the ■ People to'God^ 
through the. Mediation of Chrift, to preach 
the' Gofpel, • and adminifter the Sacraments^ 
to eschort, rebuke, inftrudt, but neither to 
impoie Belief on any Man, or to excommii^ 
nicate hinHj'fbt nbt believing what he him* 
fclfwonoUftcfes fibr Ortho<^ and True- 

iWi '• • ' • .1. #*i 1- * ♦ V^ ■ -fl* ,-. ^' ^* -«« 
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Now J this 'Minifter , . thus - aQ:lng > • is to 
be fiipported by the Givil Magiftratei: af- 
ter the Rights and Cuftoras'^of the Coun^ 
tny; wheccin he lives; and it is undoubt- 
edly bothv. politick and praife-worthy. for 
Statefmen ftidiftinguiflirthe Ctei^y by Honour? 
and Riches^ t^. as they fh^U thiiikfit/y buc 
then, this is to be efteem^d entirely of a ieCu^ 
• larNatuVe; and liot, in it felf, -effential no Vcw 
tue; and Pifety, or the Inrereft of the Gbfpel * 
Power, and Riches, and Grandeur, and Tcni^ 
poral Rewards and Punifhments, Threats 
and Terrors being Things :Qur Saviour never 
proposed for the Advantage and Succe(^ <>f ^jbis 
DoSrines: No; the Caufe of Truth was to 
make its own Wa,y at firft, and to continue 
its Figure and Stnength afterwards by the fole 
pint of its native Vertues and Perfwafions, 
without the Appendix of Force or Fraud, of 
llacks or Badges of Honour : And we accor^ 
dingly fee bow little of the true Chriftian. Re- 
ligioa remains in thofe Countries where thefe 
Things are made neceffary to it. The- Spirit 
of the Gofpelisall evaporated into everything 
but wliat our Saviour and his Apofties taught^ 
atid the Kingdom of Ghrift become entirely 
of tliis World ; the whole Prociedure of die 
fofe and his Priefts being founded on Tempo* 
ral Tilings, on fecular Pqwer, on H6nour, 
and Iliches and the Schemes and Methods of 
Men ; and thefe (^barbaroufly »ttd aotichrifti- 
anly) arc very often employed to ferve Things, 
which the Gofpel re\t;8:s itid ^VAvxiiti v tKofe 
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Men under the Umbrage of that, having al^ 
ter'd the very Nature of Things, decreeing 
Vertuetob'e'Vice; and Vice, Vertue. Norcan 
it indeed be expeS:ed otherwife, when fuch a 
ialfe Tour and' Deviation as this is once 
made. No ', the laft Extremity muft be the 
Confequence of it. As a Tenure pro- 
cur'd on( the Pretence of God and ileligl- 
on is the moft powerful of any other, lu is i;C 
likely to do mpft Mifchief, if it be notf.fin-. 
cerely and confcientioufly apply'd ; efpecially. 
when put into the Hands of Men of Learning 
and Skill : And, God knows, Melancholyiis^ 
and has been the State of thofe Nations where 
this .has been the Cafe ; all their Misfqrtaneii 
arifing from the fecular DoQrines and Power 
of the Clergy, and from their baft Miiap-. 
plitation of thin^ which arc. of a real ^f/r/-^ 
iualkind: the Miferies of Devaflation, iSlood^' 
&c, which arife from hence (fince Po^fr; cfpe-- 
pially prevail'd) having caus'd more Tears 
and AffliQion, more Sufferings of all, Sorts, 
than all other Caufes of publick Calamitiei 
put together. 
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S theTethihgs are tfueof the Per*' 

ipn^ oF p?trticular Clei^ymeh, J[6 

-^ they, are alfp of colleSi^, Bodies 61^ 

'^^fp' them., whether Ctecumeiiical, Na-^ 

tidhal, Provincial c^c. or of them 
arid aH the reft tjf Chriftians confider^d in cMie- 
Body; or of thqm ?ind all the partiqakr Bc:*' 
Hevers of any one Kitigdom, cbmmoiily calPd 
At Church of that Kingdom : For theft ancf 
an other Aflenaiblies, being made up of ib many* 
hidividiial Men, who are in themfelves felliWe^ 
they muft bcfellible alfo when got. tc^ther^ 
a:na have no more Power over the Effentids tk 
Religion then, than they had, when afunder. 
That I may not be mifunderftood, let us have 
fccourfe to what was laid down at firft about 
Religion in general ; That it confifts of Effen-i 
tials and Circumftantials, the former of which 
are not in the Power of any Man ^or Society 
of Men to alter and vary ^ thelatter are ; and 
therefore as -no fingle Minifter has ;^he Power 
of di£lating to his Congr^atioh any thing not 
contained in Scripture, as Matter on Faith and 
Pi?.ftice, abfolutely neceffary to Salvation, or 
ofrimpoGn^ h\s own Interpretation of any Do- 
^rJac that IS containM mmofeHoVj ^tv\\xv^^ 



a$ only orthodox and true, andneceffary tobe^ 
beljevM as he reprefents it ; fo neither has the 
Church either of thefe Powers, whatever fenfe 
ou take the Word Church in : For Chrift our 
Jgiviour is the only Head of that Church, is 
her only Guide and Governour ; he himfelf 
revealM all that he thought nccelTary to Man^s 
Salvation. And this Revelation he has com- 
municated to all Mankind alike ; about fome 
things contained wherein, it muft be con^ 
fefeM there did amongft the Apoftks at the 
time of the Delivery or it, and ever fince, has 
ap^ard Hard-fajin^s ; but then Ke, the Author 
pf it, never thought fit by himfelf or any 6^ 
ther Perfon, whether Angel or Man, to end 
theie Difputes, and make them deniohftrabl^ 
and plain to every Man the fame Way^ by any 
additional Revelations or Bxplicatiooof all of 
any Part, or meaning of any Part of what he 
at firft deb'verM : And therefore nothing caij 
be truer, than that every Chriftian muft by 
all imaginable Means, ftudy and make hini- 
felf Mdler of the Meaning of that only Rc^ 
velation, by Diligence in reading that written 
Word, (there being no other) by comparing 
one Part of it with another, and by examining 
and comparing what other People think of any 
iPart of It, yfrhich difturbs and perplexes him, 
and then he is at Liberty to form the bell: Judg^ 
ment about it tliat he can. But fince no Man 
or any Society of Men, can now pretend to 
Jnfpiration, or infallible Interpretation, thcrcr 
fore no one Man^s or Mens Opiaioa ca.K\ \i^ 
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definitive, conclufiye, and obligatory upon a^ 
nother: ; There can be no fuch thing as a Co- 
thoUck Churchy which, as fuch, can determine 
for Chriftians, That Church confifting of eve- 
ty individual Chriftian, who, in this Cafe, 
are all upon a Level j Chrift alone being their 
Common-Propher, Interpreter and Guide; 
every one of whoni are to work out their own 
Salvation by help of the Bible, and therefore 
they will not be abfolutely direfted by one 
ianother ; ndt a Layman, implicitly, by a Cler- 
gy manj nor the Clergyman by the Layman, 
nor any ' particular Church by another particu- 
lar Church, all particular Churches, differing 
widely one from another. Ujion which Foun- 
dation, we may now more intelligibly and 
methodically treat of the Title and Power of 
the Church. 

As to the Title of the Holy Catholick 
Church, it is certainly of divine. Inftitution, 
God having appointed Minifters to preach his 
Word, and having feparated Believers from 
the Infidel World, a Number of whom fhall 
never fail tocorlftitute that Church as long as 
the Sun endures. But the Title of parti- 
cular Churches is not Divine, as fuch; /V e. it 
is not of immediate divine Inftitutiori, that in 
the feveral Kingdoms of the Chriftian World, 
the Governours of thofe Kingdoms fhould give 
fuiBcient Authority and Power to the whole 
Clergy thereof, or to any Part of them, to 
enaEi Particular Articles of Belief, whether 
out of the Bible, TvadVuotv^ t^t dfe^bere; 
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which Articles fliall be the very Creed that 
muft fave the Souls of all the People of that 
kingdom, and be the Regulation of their pub- 
lick Worfliip, and of the conftant Praftice of 
their Lives: I fay, fuch Afts of Clergymen,! 
or Authority of States deliverM to them to 
this end, are far from being of divine Appoint- 
ment 5 and therefore the Creeds, Cannons, &cJ 
decreed by them, are far ^rom being finally 
obligatory upon any one Chriftian Man in any 
Kingdom of the Earth ; although it be highly' 
commendable and rieceffary, that in every . 
kingdom fuch like things fhould be inftituted 
and ordain'd, after tjie moft fcriptural, order- 
ly and decent Manner, for the fiirtherance of 
tiieGofpel of Chrift, and Edification of Church-' 
Metiibers, S'c. ' The Power therefore of a 
particular Church extends not to the Eflen- 
tials.in Religion ; thefe belong only to Chrift 
its Head ; /. e. fuch. a Church, cannot anul 
any' old or eftablifh any new Doftrines, rie-* 
cefliry to guide Mens Confciences, in order; 
to eternal Salvation; nor to determine Au- 
thoritatively for the Judgments of its Mem-' 
bers,. concerning either the Nature or the 
Number of thefe Doftrines, nor ought it to'bc 
inveifled with temporal Strength, either by 
way af Coercion or Rewards, to force or en- 
tice Men into the Belief or Reception of them/ 
As I am a Friend to Epifcopacy in the Holy' 
Catholick Church, and wifli that Order efta- 
blifbM throughout all the Chriftian Worldi fo' 
am I a Fri9nd alfo to natiortil-CK>\x^Vsj^\ \v- 

L>9 
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being a thing of too loofe and carelefsi a Na. 
ture^ and which would produce greater Difi 
f^rences and Diforders than now are to be niee 
with, nay, it would end in Irreligion or A-i 
dieifm, to leave the Catholick Church entire- 
ly at large, and let every Bifliop in his own 
Dlocefs, or every Minifter in his own Pariflfc^ 
fet up I>ire6:ories^ and make Articles and Ca- 
nons for others, on pain of Damnation^ to en- 
tertain and obferve : Which fliews the Folly 
of tndefendency and the Wifdom and near 
Acceflion to Epifcopal Government in the 
Presbyterian Churches abroad: For wliich 
Reafon, as the Subjefts of every Kingdom^ 
fiiould be very teoder and cautious how they 
divide from, and what Exceptions they make 
againft a national Church, becaufe it is im- 
pollible that any human Inftitution (hou'd, m 
It felf, be contriv'd unexceptionable and per- 
fe£): ; and that it is impoflible alio to pleafe 
the particular Underftandings or Humours of 
every Subjed in a Kingdom, and that it is a 
Thoufand times more reafonable and pleafit^ 
to God, that particular Men fliould besir with 
many things, and conform to 'em for Peace 
and Quietnefs lake, (becaufe Time and Op- 
portunity might bring thefe things into a 
Fofture more agreeable to their Sentiments) 
rather than diftra£i: and tear a whole Nation 
to pieces by Divifions and Sub-divifions, taking 
away that mutual Love and Charity, which 
is the Beauty and Safety of a Nation, and ex- 
po/ittg it both to civil and forreign Confuflons 
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and War ; is I fay the particular Sub jeflis of 
a Kingdom (and Members therefore of a Az^ 
tional Church) fhould give way to the Publick^ 
ai\d yield many things for Peace and Quietne^ 
lake, which they could wifli were otherv/ays 
appointed, provided that the Church of thab 
Kingdom requir d no unlawful Terms of CcJmn 
munion, nor eftablifh'd any po6):rine not to 
be found in God's Holy Word, or Which is di^ 
reftly contrary to the fame, or the natural No* 
tions of God and Religion which every Man 
bas that is born in this World $ and as a pru-% 
dent and good Man, wou^d either cfaoofe a 
Kingdom tp live in where Church-Do&rines 
and Difcipline were eftablifh'd, which moft 
agreed to his own Notions of tbefe thiiigs, or 
it bis Affairs will not permit faijn to do this^ 
would live quietly in the Kingdom where his 
Lott is fall'n, and get the bett Toleration he 
cou'd from the Government, for' worlbiping 
God after his own Way, withotit entertaining 
dandefttne Defigns, or raifing ipublick Comi- 
motions and Rebellions, to puU down the efta* 
blifli'd Form of Church Government, and fct 
up his own in the room (^ it ^ fo neither 
ought the Government of that Kihgdona or 
Church to diftrefs or peifecute, punilh or 
threaten, thofe who diffent, or who, in a 
Chrifiian Manner, call for Amendment and 
Reformation in what they think ^mifs; 
The Matter of Fafl: in Popifh Countrys,. 
fhews , how reafonable thefe things arc; 
and it is evident, wenevet CctovMV^^ 
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reformM from Itomej nor never fhall refofffl} 
whatever is ftill wanting to bring us to Per-J 
fedion, if thefe Doftrines be not true, and 
put well into Praftice. . .^ 

And now that great Degree of their .Un- 
charitablenefs appears, who (thro' Inattention 
and Ignorance I hope) excommunicate their 
Fellow-Subjefts, and fo account 'em to be 
(Soul and Body) in a State of Perdition, 
reviling them lor Heretkks and Schifmatich^ 
becaufe they.diffent from that Church whereof 
thefe profefsM themfeives Members ; and 
much more uncharitable muft we efteem thefe 
Perfons, who go ferther, and unchurch whole 
Nations, becaufe they differ from their own 
natural Church in Opinions of Religion ; not 
allowing fome ^of them the very Names of 
Chriftians, for want of that Order, which it 
is known to have been impoflible for them to 
procure at the Time that they reformed. But 
ftis to be hoped, that God Almighty will have 
regard to the Neceffity of Things ; and I» 
hope alfo, there are but few Proteftants who 
will affirm, that thofe Churches had better 
continued Popifh and Idolatrous, than not 
reform without Bifhops, or begin a Cbiirch 
with Presbyters, fince the Popifli and Idola- 
trous Bifhops would not reform along with 
them. It is my good Fortune, I thank God^ 
that I am perfeftly well affefted to the 
Church of England as by Law eflabiifhM ; and 
fvere it not for the Strength of Education and 
PrefudicQj I dcAibt uot bwt out .^\«a^«: 
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Diflenters would all conform : litA lure 1 
think them wrong for not fo doing ; and be* 
lieve alfo^ that the too much Heat and Fury, 
of mdny Conformifb^ prevents the frcqtienc]^ 
of this good and peaceame Undertaking. But 
t am far from conceiving that our eftablim'ct 
Forms are all entirely perfe£l, and want nd 
hew Infpedion : nay, I really think quita 
ptherways ^ ancL as fome Amendillepts have- 
been made, and others are prepared, fo^ ^ 
pray God, foon to brinjg all tne Clergy, an(_ 
every other Subjeft ofthefe Realiiis to that 
even Temper, tp that Candour, good Senle 
and good Nature, which is requirM to the Com- 
mencing, as well as the carrying on of fo neceCi 
lary and pious a Work ; in tne mean Time, not 
thinking that Man to be a Schifmatick W^ho ne- 
ver was of our Church h or, whoever leaves it^ 
•Vhen convinced in Confcience he ought fo to do } 
and I heartily abhor all Denunciations and Ex-* 
communications againft them, for fo doing. 

To fet this Afiair in a clear Light, let us fup* 
pofe the Chriftian Church not to beeftablifh'd, 
as yet, under the Proteftion of any Civil Go* 
vernment, nor endowM with Power, Authori-^ 
ty^&c. from the Laws of any Kingdom (which . 
is the Cafe from our Saviour's to Conftsntine^s 
Time) but that the Minifters of Chrift in fevc- 
ral Towns aj>d Countrysget as many Believers 
together as they can, and convert as many. 
Unbelievers as they are able, the Biflbops or- 
daining Minifters, &c. and performing their 
Offices to the fcvcral Cougtte.^uwi^'^^^^^^ 



QccaClon for.them, and the Minifters preach- 
ing the Golpel in tjie beft Manner, and neareft 
out Saviour sjfntention that lies in their Pow- 
tr i adminiljring the Sacraments, reading a 
Li^prgy, vifiting the Sick, drc The Queflrion 
5, how the Cafe would ftand in refpeft to He- 
refy and Scrhifm, fuppofing fuch Differences' 
hr Opinion amongft them, as arprefentare faid 
to defer^'etf|ofe Names tican fee no more thart 
that every 'j^Rrticular Congregation wherein 
Rich a Meniber is, fliould bear with him, and 
ftlfttuft him, ^'aiid repeat their Admonitions,' 
arrd Way to God to enlighten his Underftand- 
iii^';^ and in cafe they could not convert himt 
ili point of Error, and he declares his Judg-f. 
ment and Confcience, after enquiry, unaU 
terM and unconvinc'd , I think it very wrong 
to proceed in a judicial Way, and to excom- 
municate him from Chrift's Church, or deny 
hi'm accefs to hear the Gofpel preach'd in that 
particular Congregation; for this is retaining 
his Sins in 2i literal Senfe, by putingit out of 
h'^^ Power to be touchM at publick Sermons 
or Difcourfes, or -to have the Benefit of the 
Prayers of the Congregation. 
\ Thus as to Error, for I have fully fpoken to 
ttre Power of a private Minifter, in hisAITem- 
bly about Immorality, Profanefs, &c. But 
then fuch a Minifter ought and has Power to 
d;eny Men the Communion, for Erroneous 
djiinidns of ^ notorious Sort, and to forbid 
\mto appear in their Congregations, becaufe 

c/the Offcnc&i they give. A.ivd this may fe rye 
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tx) let you know what Power a particular 
Church has in cafe of other Churches, whoitt' 
Ihe accounts Heretical, Schifmatieal, or Er- 
ronious : Such a one may by Letter, Writing,' 
or by commiffioning able Perfons to meet, and 
treat about their Differences," endeavour to 
reconcile them into a Unity of thinking and 
afting with her, and exhort them. to embracb 
the farne Faith and Difcipline with her^ but 
if they won't do this, but, on the contrary, ful* 
minate and excommunicate one another, thej^ 
might judge what they pleas'd of the Power of 
their own Kjys ; but I doubt not Kut God would 
have much more Mercy on them all, than 
they fliew to each other, provided pure Judg-^ 
ment and Confcience directed them to theil? 
Differences, and nothing elfe. * - .■ 

' And in this Cafe, I fhou d yiaaginey that 
where theGofpel is undiftinguifh*dly preached 
in many Towns and Countrieis (wnich is the 
Catholick Church) where a particularChurch 
or Churches begin to differ about Worfliip and 
Difcipline not only, but about Articles of Fait^ 
alfo, and that any oi!fe of them arrogantly af.- 
fumes all the Catholicifm and Truth, /. e. In^ 
. fallibihty to her fclf alone, without the Power 
of Miracles to prove it, or a fpecial Commiil 
fion from Jefus Chrill, the Head of the whole 
Church , and that llie excommunicates and 
damns all other Churches and Perfons, who 
believe not, and do no communicate with her 
alone ; I fay, I Ihould fuppofe her to Ue the 
ScmfindLtlcdil and HeixueaY CWt^.^ -^sVwx^^ 



fepantted herfelf from the Catbolick Churchj 
by denying Conjipunion to any other, and 
communicating ^ith no other particular 
jChurch. The Unity of Faith and Difcipline 
is to be preferyM, as well as it can^ through 
all particjal^r Oiurches, to make up the Ca* 
tholick Church; and I cannot account any 
fingle Cbriftian, or any Church of Chriftian^ 
f o be Heretical or Schifinatical, in refpeft of 
the Catbplick Church, whp, to the beft of 
his or' their Knowledge and Confcience, be- 
lieve and prafltice,- the neareft they can, tp. 
bur Sayiour?s Intention, taking the Scriptures 
for their only Guide. I Ihould miich rathec 
iefteeni that fuch, on the other hand, which 
fUTunDLingly fets up for herfelf, as the only Or- 
^odox and Chriftian jphurch in the World 
and whith upon this Arrogance, excpmmuni« 
tates all others -^ho differ from her. 

If any Mian fays, that, at this Rate I deftrqy 
the Nature of Herefy and Schifm, and leave 
no Man under the Guilt of ^^rrpr, but 'level 
Mankmdn whether they be true Believers^ 
or whether tlhey be not ; truly I anfwer, that 
yhere Men examine the Doftriiies of Chrift, 
and €3 n't afterwards believe them according to 
the Manner which fome Men call Orthodoxy^ 
their' Confciences bearing them yitnels, and 
their Uriderftandings not being convinced that 
Syay, God Almighty will certainly pardon ancj 
forgive them: And then I can't fee how any 
^nn, or Society of Men will forgive them- 
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&tves, for having excommunicated or con^ 
jdemn'd them for that BeUcf. 

There is certainly known to God, fo mudj 
fihriJiiMj as well as moral Truths exifting 
in the World, and fince tliei;e are fo many 
various Opinions about many Parts of it ; God 
who knows them all, and fees into the Hearts 
and Minds of every rational Creature, will 
judge and determine at the lafl: Day, accord- 
ing to the Sincjsrity of Mens Thoughts and 
Cpnfcieacjss ^ and, where they en from any 
Part of fcriptural Truth, becaufe they liad not 
Capacity or Opportunity of being better ia- 
formed, he moft certainly will pardon thena 
at that time, and pity them in the mean 
^bile. 

There is nothing more true than the hwk^ 
ienty of fpme Error, and the favourable Con- 
ftrudion that both God and Man ought to 
pot upon invincible Ignorance ; the State of 
iS^hich Cafe, after Volumes written upon tlicj 
Slubjefb by our School-Divines, can amount tq- 
no more than this, that the Condition, in the 
jfirft place, of thofe unhappy Perfons, is plainly 
declarM in Scripture, who fin^d againft the 
f[olyGhoJl\ /. e. whom neither Chlift hinj- 
felf, nor his Apoftles cou'd convince, nor aiiy 
other Perfon, who, for a time, had the Powe^ 
of Miracles, and a£lually did go out and teach 
'all Nations: But their Child ren and vSuccef- 
fors, who feel nothing of the Advantage of 
their Predecelfors, and for Hundv^ds c:>^ \^-^\% 

iogetbevy Imvc been bred mv^^'^^'^^^^^^'^'^^ 
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Heathenifm ; tliefe Men fure cannot meet the 
fame Fate; the Apoftle having faid, even he, 
•who was peculiarly fent to the Gentiles^ that 
they who have no Law, are a Law to them*. 
felves : All the Bufmefs is, that we Chriftians 
have Demonftration for our Priviledges and 
Salvation under the Gofpel ; and we are affur'd 
thefe may be particularly glorious and advan- 
tageous to us, both here and hereafter, if we 
pleafe. But let us not put bounds to the Good- 
nefs of God, and deny others all Manner of 
Salvation, becaufe we are fure of the hapi 
picft and moft glorious fort of it : The Cb ri- 
ft ian World is hardly a tenth part of our whole 
Globe, fo that we have a great deal of Room 
for Charity ; ortly this we know, for the Ho- 
nour of ourChriftian Saviour, that whoever 
is in any Method to be lavM, fhall be fav'd 
only through him, whether "Jew^ Heathen or 
Ckriftian ; this being an Aftion worthy of the 
Son of God, and capable only of his Per- 
formance ; for, undoubtedly there is no other 
Name given under Heaven, whereby Men can 
be fav'd. 

The Cafe is the fame alfo of invincible Ig- 
norance, within the Pale of the Chriftian 
Church ; the particular Churches whereof, 
may go on to ccnfure, anathematize, and ex- 
communicate one another (and they again 
their own Members) as long and as fan: as 
they pleafQ ; but it is certain, that where ei- 
t/ier Societies or ling\e Metv, ^9i according to 
^Jir ConfciencQS, and t\\^ V>^^\\vlQt^^^uVcsc& 
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they can have, and the beft Judgment they cart 
liiake, God will be gracious unto them^ let 
their Neighbours be never fa uncharitable andi 
fevere. Til explain this by one of the higheft 
Inftances that can be, and that is the Iddlatry 
praftisM by the Generality of the Church b^ 
KQpne: Asforthofe, whoj for worldly Ends in- 
troducM it, Tranfubftantiation particularly, 
whereby the Priefl: is all-powerful, as the. 
Church which decrees it, pretends to be infal- 
lible ; I leaye fuch Perfons to God Almighty, 
a^. I do all Others who have Opportunities of 
being inform^ of the Sinfulnefs of it, and 
jjegleft thofe Opportunities ; or who have been 
informed, and refufe the Truth ; or, who, out 
of temporal Encls, ftill continueln the Practice 
of the Idolatry of that Church, tho' their 
Hearts often reproach and accufe them for fo 
doing, (if luch as thefe,-! fay, there be, I 
leave them to God Almighty for his Pardon 
and Mercy ; but I cannot but hope that My- 
riads of Soqls in that Church, may plead in- 
vincible Ignorance, they not being able to know 
that they are idc^atrous (in worlhiping the 
Hqfij Saints, Angels, and Kelicks &c.) by being 
denied the Bible, and being educated to a Be-r 
lief in their Church, and parifh Prieft alone. 

If what I have faid be true of the Power of 
particular Churches in primitive Times, in 
refpeft of one another, (for I cannot fuffer 
thefe Arguings to go off into nothing, by ufing 
the Word Chur^^h in a general Way) wz. that 
they had no Power to impofe Do&.tv5\^s^ ^^ ^^• 
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jitain them AutKoritatively and abfolutefy, di- 
ther to one another, or to' their particular anJ 
tefpeaive Members; or to excommunicate 
cacn other, or their Members, if they did 
fiot receive, and entertain them fo received { 
becaufe I cannot but think, that the Com- 
miflion of remitting and retaining Sins, vns 
confin'd to the Apoftles, and fome few others, 
during the Power of Miracles ; becaufe I axri 
fiire, that many Sins (of PraQ:ice as well as Be- 
lief) retained fince their Days, will not be 
retaind at the Day of Judgment, and many 
more Sins remitted fince that time, will be' 
retainM at the Day of Judgment ; fo I am 
perfwaded that the Countenance which the 
Magiftrate, has, fince Confiantine\ time, gi- 
ven to particular Churches, alters not the 
Matter, thefe Powers not being the fame in 
every Kingdom, and it being impoffible that 
any fecular Power can add a religious Power 
of admitting or excluding Members into a fa- 
cred Society, of condemning or abfolving 
thofe Members, of abfolute Interpretation of 
old Commands, or of making new Commands 
for them, if they, exclufive of that fecular 
Authority, had no Power to do thefe things 
of themlelves ; for the Civil Magiftrate has 
nothing to do with them ; Chrift is fole Law- 
;iver in the Church, and fole Interpreter of 
lis own Laws, every Man's own Confcience 
either excufing or accufing him, both as to 
Belief and Praftice •, and dt is impoffible thiat 
any one jObould, in thefe Cafes cit Cca&:vw«:a' 
between Chrift and hvm, bdv^\^> xJmcJs.^ ^\ 
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aft for another; the Capacity of men^s Under- 
(bndia^s, and all Grounds of Perfwafion being 
very different amtfngft Chriftians, as well as 
Other Men. 

So that when a Church, in aChriftian State, 
lays, on particular Occafipns, let fuch a Man, 
for fuch a thing be^ iffp JAdlo^ excommunicate; 
if that Excommunication regards thofe things 
alone,which the State might*as well take notice 
of, fuch as Immorality, Subliraftion of Tythes, 
&c. aMan fbould be cautious,becaufe a temporal 
Punifbment follows it ; but if it were an Aft 
of the Church-fort, purely, and grounded on 
what that Church might call Error, Schifm, 
Herefy and the like, which in my Confciencc 
I could not account fo 5 I fliould be forry in- 
deed to oflfend a Society of Men, but ihould 
pray to and refer my felf to God, who knows 
iny Heart, to be forgiven and extricated, and 
Ihould be in no Pain of being damn'd by him 
at laft, tho' I fliou'd go to the Grave without 
removing fuch an Excommunication : For it is 
no Sin in me, nor wouM God punifli me for it, 
to dye under an Excoftimunicatioh for Herefy, 
Schifm,(:^r. if I, in my heart, didn't nor coudn't 
think that to be an Herefy or Schifm, for which 
I was excommunicated ; no, tho' I ihould niif^ 
take : If I had examined, and after confidering 
die Affair had determined for the Opinion in 
which I died : But, if to remove the Terror of 
that Excommunication, I fhould declare that 
Opinion,which others call Error,Schifm.,c^r.to be 
a Sin alfoj becaufe the CbwtcVv w ^si^^^vSsx!^^'- 



nifter faid it was a Sin, tho' I were not fo con- 
vincM irnny Mind, then indeed I die in ia Sill,'' 
a much greater than the Church or Prieft ima- 
gined before, and I Ibou'd accordingly fuflfer 
for it. The Jews, no doubt, who (in tne GoC- 
pel) put the Perfon out of their Synagogue, 
thought him fufficiently excommunicated and 
liable to all * the heavieft Punilhments of that 
Excommunication ; for, they were then a 
Churchj and did this judicially and upon fuffi- 
cient Grounds to them, but,a Greater than they, 
we know, took him to Salvation, not withftand- 
ing their Rigour and Severity againft him ; 
and, before this Accident, we find Jeremiah re- 
leased by the Temporal Power, when the Spi- 
ritual had pafsM an Excommunication upon 
him ; fo that not only a fingle Man but So- 
cieties may have erroneous Confciences ; and 
as they ought not to fulminate one againft ano- 
ther, fo neither ought they againft private 
, Men for bare difference in Opinion. 



Conclusion^ 

To Conclude : Were any Layman^ (the 
pooreft Peafant for Inftance) preffing^ 
me for a thorough Sketch of Inftruftions iq 
the Matters before us, I fhould firft bid him 
conftantly attend to the Reading of the Holy 
Scriftures^ both in publick and private, I 
Ihould then advife him, to i^coxvcik hltdfelf 
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to a Belief of all the Articles of the Apoflles 
Creed j without entring into the many parti- 
cular Arguments and Difputes, which fpecu- 
lative Men have raisM about them : And to 
a fiiitable Praftice of them, of the Ten Com^ 
mandmentSy and our Saviour^ s Sermon on the 
Mount/ I would affure him, that thefe 
Things are neceflary to Salvation : and, thatf 
little Learning, and not much Labour of the 
Underftanding, were required to qualify him 
to become Matter of them, by a due Applica- 
tion for the Help of the Holy Spirit of God. 

But if he would go ferther, and defire me, 
as a Clergyman^ to be his Interpreter and 
Guide in Things of a difputed and intricate 
Nature, I would fairly tell him, That truly 
I contented my felf, in order to pleafe my 
God now, and to enjoy him hereafter, with 
obferving the Rules which I had given him ; 
and would freely own, that there are many 
Things in Scripture which I did not thoroughly 
comprehend , and which are referv'd to be 
difcoverM in Times to come. 

I would then tell him. That, whatever 
Opinions I fliould deliver, I could in no ways 
authoritatively impofe them upon him, as only 
true : And that no earthly Power whatever 
could doit, whtther Church- Power ^ or any other : 
But, that for thefe, and the whole Condud 
of hi? Life, in regard to eternal Salvation, 
he muft approve himfelf to his own Under* 
ftanding and Confcience ; for, by thefe alone 
God would judge him at t\v^ \A Q^x^ax."^"^^ 
" this Cafe, I would ftiev^ \\vca fejcsv^^^Ss^ 
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fences between the Churches of Englimi SMid 
Romey by way of Warning againft all impo- 
fing, Coercing Churches whatever ; and would 
e'xpofe the Utter^ for afluining to make her 
Expofitions and Decrees equal with, nay fu- 
perior to the written Word of Gody and for 
damning Men for not believing ini/(?rand them : 
But, that I knew no Churchy or Church Mimjier^ 
who had fuch a Power ; owning my fclr to 
b,e no more than a Subjeft and Member of 
the Kingdom of Chrijiy as well as he ; and 
therefore unable to abfolve or condemn Men ; 
This belonging to Chriji alone, our common 
KJ^g and Head; he knowing the Hearts, of 
all Men. But, being call'd to the Honour of 
Adminiftring in Exernal Religiony I would give 
him all the Afliftance I could this way, /• e. would 
preach to him; pray with, and for him; give 
him the Benefit of the Sacrament of our Sa- 
viour's * Body and Blood ; and, if he would 
frefs me to it, would, upon examining into 
liis Sincerityy read an Jbfolution to him, fince 
prefcribed, in fuch a Cafe, by the Church of 
England : But I . would alfo tell him, That 
the Benefit of that Ahfolution depended entirely^ 
on hirafelf, not on me : That I had no Power 
to forgive Sins ; but that, if his Heart .was 
upright, and he had approvM himfelf to God, 
he would be forgiven, whether I read- this 
Ahfolution to him, or not : For I accounted 
my felf no more than an Jffifiant ; and there* 
fqve very jar from beins; either the Author^ 
or Difpmki: of his Salvation. ^ 
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When I had gone thus for, I would very 
much enlarge on the Nature of Charity : I 
would advile him to think modeftly (if him* 
felf, his Church, and Party ; and not to ar- 
raign and condemn ; no ! Not to cenfure or 
(lander others, becaufe they don't think as he 
does. I would Ihcw. the Lawfulnefs an4 
Obligation of communicating with the Church 
of England \ would exhort him to attend her 
publick Worfhip, and to apply to all the rea- 
fpnable Funftions of her Clergy : But then I 
could fay this only in a friendly Way ; for, that 
neither I, nor could the Clwi^ch of Effgland^ 
Renounce againft him, for not fo doing, 

I fliould add likewife. That \ wifh'd the 
Legiflature would think of fome other Proof 
of Men's Loyalty and Affection to His Majeftjr 
and His Government, than the Receiving the 
Sacraimnt of our Saviour's moft Weffcd Body 
and Blood j becaufe this, not only is not a real 
Proof of it, (their greateft Enemies taking it 
everyDay) but, that I reckoned kSacritepe^ I a- 
a Stealingof the confec rated Elements ; Things! 
of an holy and feparate Nature ; Things ! 
vihicli ^xprefs the higheft Acl of Worfhip in 
the Chrifrian Church, and applying them fr©- 
qnently to a civil and profane Ufe alone : Nor 
could I forbear fhewing the ufual impious 
Confequence of this ij its being defecrated by 
the moft unworthy of Participations : So un* 
worthy ! That tlie Nation may expeft to be 
vifited on the Account of it. Nor would I 
fail to anfwer thofe \ff\\Q {^^] x.\\^ 'V^'^^^ ^^ 
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lawfiil and ncceflary, and that the Perfbns 
concernM rauft look to thefe Confequences ; 
by declaring, That this is no Vindication of 
it, fmce OTHER WATS AND MEANS 
of proving our Fidelity to the Government 
may be found out 5 by which Means thefe 
horrid Confeq[uences might be prevented : 
For this particular Aft is fo folemnly fet 
apart by our Saviour for religious Ufe alone, 
and is fo guarded by requifite Preparmon^ and 
by fevere Denuntiations againft thofe who 
don^t make ufe of this Prefaration^ that I will 
not exprefs what I think of overlooking this 
Confideration, and of forcing Men either %o 
ftarve, and not ferve their Country, or elfc to 
go againft their Confcience, and trample on 
their Saviour, to (hew their Loyalty to their 
King. 

I would conclude all, by fliewing him the 
Fallacy of the Cry of The Danger of the Churchy 
and the real Defign of thofe who lately workM 
up the Power and Title of the Cr0rvn and Clergy 
to the higheft Pitch ; particularly I would 
explain their Aim in Unchurching Proteftant 
Churches Abroad, and raifing Terrors from 
the Power, &c. of Diffenters at Home ; tel- 
ling him, when the Sacramental Tefi was paft, 
how a certain ^Advocate for it own'd, 
that but about a Dozen of Ju(Hces of the Peace 
were diplac'd : and that the laft \ Author on 
this Subjeft fays, in 1676, the Diffenters 

(Papijts 
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(Pafifts included) were but O/feln Twenw. in 
the Province of Canterbury : nor wduld I o- 
mit, that the Bulk of Protefiant Diffenters is 
in London^ and that here there are not one in 
many Hundreds^ and much lefs in the re- 
mote Parts of the Kingdom: So that People 
may Harangue, and difturb themfelves, and 
terrifie others, as much as they pleafe, with 
old Stories, and new Fears : But, the Truth 
is, this Spirit is abated, and goes on to abate, 
and will abate ; the little Exceptions which 
were once made formidable, being worn out, 
and there being not one thing peculiarly 
great or good, attraftive or powerful in tM 
diffenting Scheme, beyond what the efta- 
blifliM Church can boaft of; nay the Prefe- 
rence being on the Church's Side : I wou'd 
tell him, in Addition to the Decay of this 
Spirit, that no forreign Power can invade us 
in Defence of it : But, that Jacobitifm fo en- 
creafes, that their Congregations now, on Sab-- 
bath Days, are thrice more in Number than 
before the Rebellion ; and that treble the 
Number of Souls appear at thofe Congrega- 
tions ; promifing, on the fmalleft Apprehen- 
fion of Dafjgery to be the Firft who fliou'd 
cry aloud, and warn my Countrj'men, againft 
Protejlant Diffenters : But, that I Ihould be 
laugnM at to do it now, fince they have fo 
lately been known to joyn with us againft the 
common Enemy, and are ready to do it a- 
gain on the next OccaGon that ffaall ofier. 

Having 



( 120 ) 

Having ended what I had to lay on thefe 
important SubjeGs, in the moft plain, free 
and charitable Manner ; I can't 4o better 
than Iinl0i all with this glorious . Colle£i in 
our publick Liturgy* • 

m 

OMer^ul God^ who haft made all Men^ a»d 
hat£jl nothing that thou hafi made^ nor 
wouldefi th% peath of a Sinner^ but rather that he 
Jbould Reconverted and li'r^er^ Have Mercy upon all 
Jews, Turks, Infidels and Hereticks, and take , 
from them all hnorance^ Hardmfs of Hearty and 
Contempt of thj Word ; and fo fetch them home^ 
hlejfcd .Lord^ to thj Flock ^ that they maybe faved 
among the Remnant of the true Ifraelites, and be 
made one Fold under one Shepherd^ Jefus Chriji 
our Lordy who liveth and r eigne th with thee and the 
Holy spirit J one Godj IVorld without end. Amen. 

FINIS. 



ERRATA. 

Page 88. Line antepeiiuht after fame add particular; 
p. 104. 1. 1(5. for natural read uatioiuiL 
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